Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea     
E-News                                                   
September 18, 2009  

From the Director – 
 
We’ve enjoyed a successful summer at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, and anticipate a great fall as people continue to invest in authentic experiences and the Center’s unique products created by over 650 Kentucky artisans. Visitors this fall can enjoy our new exhibit “Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans,” and a wide range of demonstrations, performances, and other special events detailed below. 

And the region continues to have much to offer. There are great events including the Spoonbread Festival this weekend and the Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen annual Fall Fair October 10-11 as well as many sites and activities available on a daily basis. A cultural assets survey undertaken as part of a Kentucky Arts Council cultural tourism development grant awarded to the City has reminded us of Berea’s remarkable offerings, beginning with crafts & arts, but also including recreation, heritage, history, environment, and agriculture.

Whether you’re traveling here for a special event or just to visit the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea and explore the region, you will find much to enjoy this fall. Be sure to join soon!

Victoria A. Faoro
 
Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
An Agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet / Commonwealth of Kentucky     

_______________________________________________________________________    
 
Upcoming Artisan Demonstrations and Events
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)

EXHIBIT – Now Through March 27, 2010

“Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans”

Glass works by 17 Kentucky glass artisans using fusing, slumping and casting techniques.
September
Sept 18-20            Berea Spoonbread Festival 

Sept 18             FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers

Sept 19             SAT      BROOM MAKING – Alisha Brown - Berea College Student Craft Program
Sept 26             SAT      Oil PAINTING – Carl Von Fischer, Mt. Vernon, KY

October

Oct 2-3                  Perryville Battle Re-Enactment

Oct  3                     Walk with the Arts, Indian Fort Theater, Berea KY 

Oct 3                SAT      ACRYLIC PAINTING – Janice Miller, Wilmore, KY 

Oct 10-11              Kentucky Guild Fall Fair Weekend – Indian Fort Theater, Berea, KY 

Oct 10              SAT      LAMPWORKED GLASS – Steve Scherer, Glasgow, KY 

                                    BOOK SIGNING - Ron Evans, Corbin, KY   (11:00 am - 2:00 pm)  

Oct 16-17-18        Traditional Music Weekend – Berea College 

Oct 17              SAT      CARVED DUCK DECOYS - Bob Gibson, Lawrenceburg, KY

Oct 24              SAT      WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
                                    BOOK SIGNING – “Ghosts, Spirits & Angels” – Thomas Freese, Louisville, KY

                                    (11:00 – 2:00)

Oct 31              SAT      LAMPWORKED GLASS BEADS – Toni Menk, Liberty, KY

Staff will “bring” KENTUCKY CHARACTERS to the Center for the day (see below)

November

Nov 7                SAT      PAINTED BOWLS - Carol Bowles, Midway, KY

MEET THE ARTISANS RECEPTION – “Kiln Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans”  1:00 – 3:00   (Artists talks 1:30 pm)

Nov 13              FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers

Nov 14              SAT      TEXTURED POTTERY – Marianne Brown, Lawrenceburg, KY  
Nov 15              SUN      CHAUTAUQUA PERFORMANCE: Daniel Boone Coming into Kentucky with Scott New   2pm

 Supported in part by the Kentucky Humanities Council.
Nov 21 – Berea College Annual Craft Sale

Nov 21              SAT      BROOM MAKING – Berea College Student Craft Program

WAX ORNAMENTS – Christa Smith, Elizabethtown, KY

Nov 26              THUR    CLOSED – Thanksgiving Day

Nov 28              SAT      GOOSE FEATHER CHRISTMAS TREES – Joanne Hobbs, Bardstown, KY

                                    BOOK SIGNING - “Knothole Reflections” – Jim Shields, Lexington, KY 

                                    (11:00 – 2:00) 

New Exhibition - Kiln Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans
Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans, an exhibit showcasing works by 17 Kentucky glass artists, is on display now through March 27, 2010 at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.

This exhibit explores an exciting range of works created using the techniques of fusing, slumping and casting. Fusing, which involves layering and melting together pieces of glass to create patterns and imagery, is a technique used in most works in the exhibit, and becomes a primary technique in several, including an interpretation of traditional quilt patterns in glass. To fuse glass, the artisan layers pieces of colored or patterned glass onto a clear or solid-colored piece of glass, which then acts as a structural background. When placed in a kiln, these two layers melt or fuse together.
A piece of glass created by fusing can be heated again – over a mold – to create a three dimensional shape such as a dish or vase. This process is called slumping and typically occurs at kiln temperatures of between 1225 and 1400 degrees. This exhibition has numerous colorful works created by slumping include vases, bowls, platters and triptychs for the wall. Cast works are also featured in this exhibition, including two abstract sculptural works by Sungsoo Kim that explore the meaning of the word “Cell,” and a piece by  Bob Cheever from his series of self-portraits, which is etched for visual depth.

 

Different types of glass are also featured, including recycled Ale-8 bottles used to create jewelry, and dichroic glass, which has thin layers of metallic oxides applied to it so that it transmits one color and reflects others, creating rich and mysterious dimensions. Strings of glass and powdered glass are also fused by several artists, including Chris Chappell of Louisville, who uses an unusual and ‘painterly’ powdered glass technique.

Glass artisans included in this exhibit are Dan Neil Barnes, Lexington; Chris Chappell, Louisville; Bob Cheever, Louisville; Dwayne Cobb, Versailles; Devin French, Louisville; Jana Kappeler, Richmond; Kim Sungsoo, Danville; Ann Klem, Fisherville; Joe Larson, Munfordville; Jennifer Stevenson McLamb, Lexington; Jennifer Lackey Moore, Lexington; Jen Walters Petry, Louisville; Agnes Stewart, Louisville; Stacey Street, Richmond; Mary Swanson, Louisville; Naomi Stuecker, Louisville; and Kathy Zajac, Munfordville.

Berea’s Annual Spoonbread Festival – Sept 18-20

Enjoy Berea’s annual Spoonbread Festival this weekend. Each day is filled with family fun, beginning Friday afternoon with a variety of exhibits and culminating Friday night with free concerts in Memorial Park and the balloon glow. Saturday is an action packed day with more exhibits, Fun Park activities, 5K Run, tethered balloon rides, motorcycle show, dog show, and free concerts in the park. Sunday features more exhibits, a car show and family fun in the Fun Park. Hours are: Friday 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm;  Saturday 6:00 am – 8:00 pm; and Sunday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm. For more information contact 859/ 986-9760 or www.spoonbreadfestival.com
Walk with the Arts – Saturday, Oct. 2

Enjoy watching over 25 artisans creating their work at Indian Fort Theater during the Berea Arts Council’s “Walk with the Arts” on Saturday, October 3. Artists will be making pottery, weavings, paintings, baskets, Raku pottery and woodcarvings; musicians, poets and singer/songwriters will perform and tell stories; there will be puppetry and dancers will perform. Visitors will be invited to get their hands into the creative process as well. Louis Northern will provide huge canvases to paint upon, Neil DiTeresa will teach how to create puppets, David Enge will demonstrate pottery making first hand, the Berea Weavers Guild will provide looms to weave upon, Cathy Currier will provide a multitude of musical instruments to try out, while Heather Richardson and Teresa Libby will help visitors create sculpture from found natural materials. Hours on Saturday, October 3 are 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM with a $5 admission for adults; $2 for students 18 and under; children under 6 admitted free. Walk With the Arts is strictly an educational event and not a sales venue. 
Kentucky Guild Fall Fair Returns to Indian Fort Theater - Oct 10 & 11

The Kentucky Guild of Artist & Craftsman annual fall craft fair will be held at Indian Fort Theater’s beautiful woodland setting Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 10 & 11. Included will be some of Kentucky’s finest artists and craftspeople, both veteran and new, along with guest artists from across United States— all offering quality works in glass, metal, jewelry, pottery, wood, photography, and 2D fine art. This year’s fall fair will have artist demonstrations for enjoyment and education throughout the grounds, as well as live musical entertainment and fun filled hands-on activities for children of any age. Make the pilgrimage back to Berea for your favorite fall destination - the Kentucky Guild of Artist & Craftsmen Fall Fair at Indian Fort Theater!  Admission is $5 for adults with free parking and free admission for children under 12.

For more information call 859/ 986-3192 or at info@kyguild.org 

Celebration of Traditional Music at Berea College - Oct 16-17-18

The 36th Annual Celebration of Traditional Music returns to Berea College on October 16-18 with old-time string band music, blues, traditional gospel singing, ballads, and acoustic instruments. This festival of roots music and dancing includes many jam sessions and opportunities to learn how to sing, play and dance to music. On Friday, Oct 16, a symposium will be held at noon, led by Loyal Jones titled “Country Music Humorists and Comedians,”  jam sessions are from 7:00 - 9:00 pm and a dance will be held from 9:00 - 11:00 pm sponsored by Berea’s Oh Contraire dance group. Saturday brings a 1:00 pm Concert and Open Mic, a 3:00 - 5:00 dance, and at 7:30 pm the Concert of Festival Musicians featuring the Whitetop Mountain Band, Sparky and Rhonda Rucker, John Haywood and the Berea College Bluegrass Ensemble. A new addition this year will be a special children’s concert on Friday evening and Sunday there will be hymn singing at Union Church from 9:00-10:15. For more information call the Appalachian Center at Berea College:  859/ 985-3140.
Famous Kentuckians “Visit” the Center October 31

Many Kentucky Artisan Center staff will celebrate Halloween by “bringing to the Center” well-known Kentuckians on October 31. Several sales staff have selected favorite historical characters, researched their lives and developed period dress. Come to the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea October 31 to “meet”  famous Kentucky characters such as Rosemary Clooney, Laura Clay, Wynonna, Mary Todd Lincoln and many more—while enjoying all that the Center has to offer. 

Glass Exhibition Reception - November 7

Kiln Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans

A meet-the-artisan reception will be held Saturday, November 7 from 1:00 – 3:00 pm at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea for the Center’s exhibition, Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisan.  From functional vessels, to colorful jewelry, to pictorials and abstract sculpture, “Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans” features fascinating works by 17 Kentucky glass artisans. At 1:30 artists present will talk briefly about their work. This reception is open to the public and there is no admission charge.
Scott New Portrays Daniel Boone at Kentucky Artisan Center - Nov 15 

On Sunday, November 15, actor Scott New (left) will portray Daniel Boone in a performance titled “Coming Into Kentucky” beginning at 2:00 pm at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. Scott New has been portraying the legendary frontiersman Daniel Boone for the past 12 years; his performance at the Center is part of the Kentucky Humanities Council’s Chautauqua Series. 
“I have always been an admirer of Boone,” said New, who is originally from Berea, KY. A strong background in Theatre Arts adds to his performance, bringing history to life as told through the eyes of the man who lived it. When asked why he picked Boone to portray, New said the character really picked him. He explains,  “I am a historian who teaches history by way of character interpretation, as well as other means.” Audiences feel that they are in the company of the real Daniel Boone as Scott’s language includes words Boone would have used, pronounced in the manner of the 1700s.

This program “Coming into Kentucky” tells the story of the crucial role Boone played in the exploration and settlement of the state of Kentucky and the American west. From his first serious trek into Kentucky in 1769 as a hunter  to his founding of Fort Boonesborough in 1775, Boone and his family played a pivotal role in the early days of Kentucky’s settlement.

Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games Tickets
Tickets for the Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games go on sale September 25, 2009, at www.alltechfeigames.com.  These games include eight world championships with more sessions of equine competition than ever before. Ticket prices begin at $25. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea will be participating in the Kentucky Experience Pavilion at the Games, to introduce visitors to Kentucky products and experiences—we’ll have more about that soon.

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea – Artisans in the News 

Six Kentucky Crafted businesses marketed their work in the Kentucky Arts Council's booth at the Philadelphia Buyers Market of American Craft, August 1-3, 2009. Participating artists were: Marianne Brown, Marianne Brown Pottery, Lawrenceburg; Pamela Mattei, DyeSigns by Pamela, Louisville; Dick Scheu, Kentucky Snow, Louisville; Jennifer Stephenson McLamb, BLISS Boutique & Studio, Lexington; Marvin Schnoll, Red Oak Crafts, Inc., Louisville; and Ken Roberts, Cadiz.

Musician and visual artist John Haywood will be guest performer on October 17 at the 36th Annual Celebration of Traditional Music held at Berea College on October 16-18. 

Kathleen Loomis of Louisville has won a trip to Japan and a symposium teaching post by winning the “Quilt Japan Prize” at the prestigious "Quilt National '09," at the Dairy Barn Arts Center in Athens, Ohio. 

The following Kentucky Artisan Center artists recently joined the online registry of southern talent at SouthernArtistry.org   They are: Elizabeth Ann Brown of Mt. Sterling, C.J. Fletcher of Louisville, Judy Geagley of Tollesboro, Cindy Lowy of Louisville, Jennifer Stephenson McLamb of Lexington, Cari Norris of Louisville,   Ken Roberts of Cadiz, Henrietta Roush Scott of Columbia, John W. Snell of Lexington, and Brook Forrest White of Louisville.           

Kentucky jewelry artisan Marlon Obando Solano was featured at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival in Washington, D.C.

Wood craftsman Arnold Moore demonstrated his techniques for building birdhouses from Poplar bark at the SHCG ArrowCraft Shop in Gatlinburg, TN

Artisans juried into the Kentucky Arts Council’s Kentucky Crafted Program in July are; Susan Grant of Fisherville, Twyla Money of East Bernstadt, Melissa Ann Senetar of Berea, and Amelia Stamps of Lexington.

Jennifer Heller Zurick (basketry) recently received a Visual Artist Fellowship from the Kentucky Arts Council.

Pat Banks of Richmond, Denise Roberts McKinney of Berea, Appalshop of Whitesburg, Judy Sizemore of McKee, and Octavia Sexton of Orlando received grants from the Kentucky Foundation for Women.

Mixed media artisan Kathleen O’Brien has an exhibition of her works at Shaker Village at Pleasant Hill, Harrodsburg, through October 11. ________________________________________________________________________  

Artisans are invited to submit information for future columns to: Gwen Heffner, KACB, 975 Walnut Meadow Road, Berea, KY 40403, 859/ 985-5448 ext 230 or gwen.heffner@ky.gov
If you would like to respond to anything in this newsletter, please contact staff at kyartisancenter@ky.gov
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
The Kentucky Artisan Center is located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 at Berea. The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 am to 8 pm and the café from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Admission is always free. The Center is a WI-FI zone, with free service for 15 minutes. For more information, go to  www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov or call 859/ 985-5448. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the State of Kentucky.

  
