Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea     
E-News                                                   
March 2, 2010  

From the Director – 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make 2009 a very good year at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.

Over the course of the year, we welcomed 277,204 visitors, introducing them to Kentucky’s artisan products and cultural heritage experiences. Despite challenging winter weather, we have had a successful January and February at the Center, and are looking forward to March, spring weather, and the exciting start of the travel season. 

We hope many of you will join us in Louisville, KY this weekend at Kentucky Crafted: The Market, a wonderful showcase of KY-made products presented by the Kentucky Arts Council.  And please make plans to visit the Center this spring to enjoy our fused glass exhibit on display through March 27 and a new black and white exhibit opening April 3. 

We hope this year’s demonstrations, lectures, and regional events will bring you to Berea and Kentucky often this spring—and throughout the year.

Victoria A. Faoro
Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
An Agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet / Commonwealth of Kentucky     
_______________________________________________________________________    
 
Calendar: March - April, 2010
Demonstrations are held 10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)

EXHIBIT – Now Through March 27, 2010

“Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans”

Glass works by 17 Kentucky glass artisans using fusing, slumping and casting techniques.
March

March 6            SAT      REED BASKETS - Patricia Truett, McKee, KY

March 13          SAT      CELTIC MUSIC FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY - Robert Tincher, Lexington, KY

                                    11:00 - 2:00

                        SAT      CARVED WOODEN BOWLS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers

March 20           SAT      HANDBUILT POTTERY - Powdermill Pottery, Berea, KY

March 27           SAT      SCULPTED POLYMER CLAY DOLLS - Nita Keeler, Falmouth, KY

April
April 3               SAT      NEW EXHIBIT 

                                    “Black & White: Works by Kentucky Artisans”   April 3 – August 21, 2010
April 3               SAT      BICYCLE GEAR DRIVEN LATHE WOODTURNING - Don Weber, Berea, KY
April 10             SAT      WOODTURNING ON THE LATHE - Greg Kirkland, Elkhorn, KY

April 11             SUN     Henry Clay – Chautauqua Performance by George McGee

                                    Kentucky Humanities Council Chautauqua Performance 2:00 PM   Free Admission

April 17             SAT      CHIP CARVING - Berea Welcome Center Carvers

April 18             SUN     Kentucky Poet Laureate Gurney Norman Presents “Literary Kentucky” 

                                    Kentucky Humanities Council - Lecture 2:00 PM    Free Admission

April 22             WED    EARTH DAY - RE-CYCLED JEWELRY - Marlon Obano Solano, Louisville, KY

April 24             SAT      COOKBOOK SIGNING - Barbara Napier - “Hot Food & Warm Memories” 11:00 – 2:00
PRINTMAKING - Debby Stratford, Louisville, KY

May

May 1               SAT      FOLK ART PAINTING – Janice Miller, Wilmore, KY

May 8               SAT      CANDY TASTING – Ruth Hunt Candy, Mt. Sterling, KY    11:00 – 2:00

                                    PAINTED WOODEN BRIDE BOXES – Christa Smith, Elizabethtown, KY

May 15             SAT      CARVED WOODEN SPOONS – Berea Welcome Center Carvers

May 22             SAT      PAINTED GOURDS – Sally Cammack, Cynthiana, KY

May 29             SAT      FELTED JEWELRY & ORNAMENTS – Kristy Sturgill, Nicholasville, KY

_______________________________________________________________________    
Kentucky Artisan Center Winter Hours

Through March 31, 2010 the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea will be open to the public daily 8:00 am through 6:30 p,m, with the café open 8:30 am – 4:00 pm. 

Kentucky Artisan Center Participates in Kentucky Crafted: The Market

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is designing a special display of Kentucky Crafted and Kentucky Proud products for the annual 2010 Kentucky Crafted: The Market, which is open to the public March 6 & 7 at the Kentucky Exposition Center, South Wing B, in Louisville, KY. This award-winning arts marketplace has recently been ranked by readers of AmericanStyle magazine as the “best arts festival in the nation.” 

The special display designed by Kentucky Artisan Center will visually support the market’s 2010 theme: An Art Full Life, showing how Kentucky artisan works can be integrated into homes and gardens. This display will provide a “taste” of works that can be found at the 2010 Market and year round at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.  

Kentucky Crafted: The Market features over 200 exhibitors of fine art and craft, books, CDs, DVDs and specialty foods. In addition to shopping for artisan products, visitors can enjoy musical performances, meet Kentucky authors, explore Kentucky traditions, view films by Kentucky filmmakers and take home Kentucky Proud specialty food products. With over 40 new exhibiting artists, the 2010 market is not to be missed!

Kentucky Crafted: The Market 2010 is open to the public Saturday, March 6 from 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission: $8 Adults, Children 15 and under free; $3 off admission with coupon from www.kycraft.ky.gov  The market is open exclusively to wholesale buyers on March 4 and 5.
Kentucky Crafted: The Market, now in its 28th year, is produced by the Kentucky Arts Council, an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The Kentucky Artisan Center is proud to collaborate with this sister agency.

Special Exhibitions at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

Visitors to the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea enjoy the one-of-a-kind works found in special exhibitions that focus on specific mediums or themes.

The Center’s current exhibition, Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans will be on display through March 27. This exciting exhibition focuses on glass works created using techniques of fusing, slumping and casting glass in kilns capable of reaching temperatures of up to 1800 degrees Fahrenheit. Nearly all the works in this exhibition utilize the fusing of different colored and textured glass to create works with unusual pattern and imagery. “Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans” features fascinating works by 17 Kentucky glass artisans, including everything from functional vessels, to colorful jewelry, to pictorials and abstract sculpture, 
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L-R:  “Cells 0501” by Sungsoo Kim; fused glass pendant by Agnes Stewart in the exhibit Kiln Formed Glass

On April 3 a new exhibition entitled Black & White: Works by Kentucky Artisans will open and remain on display through August 21, 2010. This exhibition will showcase the ways Kentucky artisans use the colors black & white to interpret ideas, form, pattern and imagery. It will include black & white works from a range of mediums, including photographs, woodcuts, jewelry, glass, drawings, pottery and more.

The Center’s final exhibition for the year, The Horse: Interpretations by Kentucky Artisans, will open August 28, 2010, and be on display through February 26, 2011.  This exhibition will showcase works in a variety of mediums and will be on display at the Center to coincide with the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games being held at the Kentucky Horse Park. 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with Irish and Celtic Music at Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

On Saturday, March 13, Robert Tincher will bring in the St. Patrick’s Day spirit by performing music and singing traditional Celtic songs with guitar along with such Irish instruments as the Bodhran and Cittern from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. Tincher is an interpreter of folk songs from Scotland and Ireland, two nations important to Kentucky’s musical heritage. He performs with a respect for the tradition, and a cultural fluency acquired through years of firsthand interaction with singers from the British Isles. 

This performance is free and open to the public.

[image: image2] Robert Tincher performs Celtic Music on the Bodhran
Kentucky Poet Laureate Gurney Norman to Speak at Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

On Sunday, April 18, Kentucky Poet Laureate Gurney Norman will give a lecture titled “Literary Kentucky” at 2:00 pm at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. In “Literary Kentucky,” Gurney will present a one-hour discussion of contemporary Kentucky literature and its place in American society. Following a brief survey of Kentucky’s literary history, he will focus on the younger generation of writers who have emerged in the past two decades. Themes will include the late 20th century Affrilachian poets, the influence of communications technology on recent Kentucky writing, and the importance of local storytellers and memory keepers. This event is free and open to the public and is sponsored in part by the Kentucky Humanities Council.

[image: image3]  Kentucky’s 2009-2010 Poet Laureate Gurney Norman

Actor George McGee Portrays Henry Clay at Kentucky Artisan Center – April 11

On Sunday, April 11, actor George McGee of Georgetown will portray Henry Clay in a performance titled “Henry Clay: Kentucky’s Great Statesman” at 2:00 p.m. at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. George McGee, who has been portraying this legendary figure for 16 years, will be performing as part of the Kentucky Humanities Council’s Chautauqua Series.

“I was once told by a fellow actor that I looked like Henry Clay,” said McGee, who teaches theater at Georgetown College, “and this initial comment started me researching Clay. The more I learned the more fascinated I became.”  When McGee began looking at what a typical day was like for Henry Clay, he realized that the man was a powerhouse of energy and ideas. McGee states, “Just Henry Clay’s personal correspondence alone is daunting.”

This program “Henry Clay: Kentucky’s Great Statesman” follows Clay’s life beginning with his education in Virginia and his move to Kentucky in 1797 where he set up a law practice in Lexington. Clay’s tenure as Speaker of the House shaped the history of Congress, for he changed the position to one of ‘rule enforcer’ to one of complex strategy by assigning people of his political views to key congressional committees. Clay became known for his ability to compromise and bring together different factions over issues of the day. For more than 40 years Henry Clay was a major player on the national political scene, renowned for his oratory and devotion to the Union.  
Earth Day Celebrated April 22, 2010 with Demonstration of Recycled and ‘Green’ Jewelry by Marlon Obando Solano 

On EARTH DAY, Saturday, April 22, Marlon Obando Solano will demonstrate how he creates his jewelry from recycled silver and found natural objects and materials from 10:30 am - 3:30 pm at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 

Marlon is from rural San Lorenzo, Nicaragua where in the surrounding forest and mountains, he learned about different varieties of nuts, seeds and woods. His work uses these organic materials along with recycled silver. With a background in archeology, Marlon uses the natural patterns and textures in nature to design a line of jewelry and adornment. He incorporates sterling silver inlay into many of his pieces often using ancient symbols and Mayan numerology. 

Marlon moved from Nicaragua to Louisville in 2005, where he and his wife Amy collaborate to create a line of jewelry called Naturaleza Organic Jewelry. Marlon is a juried member of the Kentucky Crafted Program and the Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen.
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Photos: Jewelry made from natural woods inlaid with sterling and mother of pearl by Marlon Obando Solano

Berea Welcome Center Carvers Provide Demonstration Series

The Berea Welcome Center Carvers, a regional woodcarving group, have organized a monthly demonstration series at the Kentucky Artisan Center that showcase specific carving styles and techniques. Coordinated by Berea woodcarver John Adams the series will begin in April and will include demonstrations of Chip Carving; Spoon Carving; “Care” Carvings; Walking Sticks; In-the-Round Caricatures; Horse Carvings; Bark Carvings; Carved Santas; and Carved Ornaments. Featured topics will be included in our E-news calendar and our website calendar at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov  
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Photos L-R: Chip carving by Bill Bondurant of Berea; Bark carving by Vince Harrison of Irvine

Berea International Festival April 30 - May 2

Come and celebrate arts and crafts, food, dance and music from around the globe as the City of Berea again hosts the Berea International Festival, April 30 - May 2, in Memorial Park near Old Town, Berea. Come and enjoy demonstrations, musical performances, dancing and more at a colorful, family-friendly festival that will embrace a diversity of cultures. For more information call: (859) 986-7584 or (800) 598-5263 or go to www.berea.cc/interfest  

Kentucky Hosts the Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games - September 25 - October 10

The Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games are coming to Kentucky and it is the first time they have been held outside of Europe! The World Equestrian Games have been described as the Olympics of the horse world and are comprised of the world championships for eight equestrian sports. The Games are held every four years and are governed by the Federation Equestre Internationale (FEI), the very first FEI World Equestrian Games being held in Stockholm in 1990. The 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games – to be held at the Kentucky Horse Park - will be comprised of eight sport categories including Dressage, Driving, Endurance, Eventing, Jumping, Reining, Vaulting and Para Dressage. To learn more about these unique equestrian sports go to the official website of the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games at www.alltechfeigames.com/ and then click on the left sidebar titled The Competition, for details on each sport category.
Tickets are on sale now! Ticket sales will be facilitated by Ticketmaster, and sold through www.ticketmaster.com. as well as at all Ticketmaster outlets. To purchase by phone, call the Ticketmaster hotline at 1-800-745-3000. Tickets for reserved seating will be available to each session of competition of the eight world championships of equestrian sport. Prices range from $25 to $150, providing a range of options for every spectator. Ticket prices for each of the eight world championships, as well as Opening and Closing Ceremonies, are now available.  A detailed pricing list can be found here.
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea – Artisans in the News 
Six Kentucky Crafted businesses marketed their work in the Kentucky Arts Council's booth at the Philadelphia Buyers Market of American Craft, Feb. 12 – 15, 2010. Participating exhibitors are: Marianne Brown, Marianne Brown Pottery, Lawrenceburg; Pamela Mattei, DyeSigns by Pamela, Louisville; Dick Scheu, Kentucky Snow, Louisville; Jennifer Stephenson McLamb, BLISS Boutique & Studio, Lexington; Marvin Schnoll, Red Oak Crafts Inc., Louisville; and Ken Roberts, Cadiz.  Berea artisans also participated in a group booth at the Philadelphia Buyers Market of American Craft on Feb 12-15. Artisans marketing their work were Jeff and Lesa Gieringer, Powder Mill Pottery, Berea; Lindy Evans, Images of Santa, Berea; Jeannette Rowlett, Jeannette’s Jewelry, Berea; and Doug Haley, Haley Daniels Furniture, Berea, KY. Other artisans exhibiting at this national wholesale market were: Amy Elswick, Clay House Pots, Louisville; J.D. Schall, Schall Ceramics, Louisville; Berni Enterprises, Louisville; and Michelle Weston, Weston Studio Glass, Berea, KY. 
Musician Molly McCormack participated in Rough River Dam State Park’s celebration of Dulcimer music at its annual Dulcimer Weekend Feb 5-7.

Author Christopher Kolakowski  signed and discussed his book The Civil War at Perryville, on February 11 at Joseph-Beth Booksellers in Lexington.

Kyle Meadows played with Celtic harpist Tisa McGraw in Lexington for a live taping of the show "Red Barn Radio" 
Author Thomas Freese discussed and signed his new book Haunted Battlefields of the South on Feb 6 at Joseph-Beth Booksellers in Lexington.

The Kentucky Arts Council has awarded Individual Artist Professional Development grants to seven Kentucky artists for the third quarter of fiscal year 2010. The Individual Artist Professional Development Program assists Kentucky artists in developing or expanding opportunities or activities that will help them further their professional lives as artists. These competitive matching grants have been awarded to: John Atha, Franklin County; Lynnell Edwards, Jefferson County; Lori Larusso, Fayette County; Christina Lovin, Garrard County; Jennifer McLamb, Fayette County; Leslie Nichols, Warren County; and Yani Vozos, Jefferson County. 
Mary Hamilton has received a Circle of Excellence Award from the National Storytelling Network.  The Circle of Excellence Award is presented to artists who are recognized by their peers to be master storytellers who set the standards for excellence and have demonstrated, over a significant period of time, a commitment and dedication to the art of storytelling.  For more about the NSN Circle of Excellence, see http://www.storynet.org/programs/awards/circleofexcellence.html 
Author Linda Pack read from her book A is for Appalachia in January at Joseph-Beth Booksellers in Lexington.

Glass artisan Dan Neil Barnes has been accepted into the American Craft Council’s Baltimore and Atlanta craft fairs for 2010. Jennifer Heller Zurick has been accepted into the Smithsonian Craft Show and the American Craft Exposition in 2010.
________________________________________________________________________  
Artisans are invited to submit information for future columns to: Gwen Heffner, KACB, 975 Walnut Meadow Road, Berea, KY 40403, 859/ 985-5448 ext 230 or gwen.heffner@ky.gov
If you would like to respond to anything in this newsletter, please contact staff at kyartisancenter@ky.gov
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
The Kentucky Artisan Center is located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 at Berea. The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 am to 8 pm (8 am – 6:30 pm through March 31) and the café from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. (11:00-4:00 pm through March 31) Admission is always free. The Center is a WI-FI zone, with free service for 15 minutes. For more information, go to  www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov or call 859/ 985-5448. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the State of Kentucky.
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