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The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea - Explore Kentucky crafts and history, sample Kentucky cuisine, experience Kentucky hospitality, get up to date travel information, and learn about all the shops and places in Berea to visit including Berea’s Working Studio Craft Tours.
Open daily - the center offers full traveler services with shopping, travel information, weekly artisan demos, beautiful restrooms and a cafe. The Center is located at 200 Artisan Way, just off Exit 77 on Interstate 75 in Berea.

We welcome you to Kentucky and to Berea - The Folk Arts & Crafts Capital of Kentucky!
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Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

____________________________________________________________________________________________
200 Artisan Way, Berea, KY 40403 •  859-985-5448 

www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov
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The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky


  Follow us on Facebook!
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

____________________________________________________________________________________________
For the Traveler 
Plan your visit, brochures and maps
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The Center is open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, year-round; closed only on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day. Our staff provides travel and hospitality services 7 days a week. All front line staff are trained as travel information specialists and as retail sales people and are able to efficiently provide visitors with quality service. 

1.4 Million Visitors

The Center has welcomed over 1.4 million visitors since opening in July 2003, all of whom have purchased Kentucky artisan products and enjoyed a meal in the café. Visitors signing the guest book represent all states in the U.S. as well as many international countries and visitation increases significantly every year. 
Cleanest and Best Designed Restrooms
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Dave Hunter, author of Along I-75 travel guides, says of the Center, “The magnificent building with its high pine-beam ceiling also has a tourist counter with well-stocked information racks, a café serving Kentucky food…and the cleanest and best designed rest rooms on I-75.” In 2007 National Public Radio aired a story nationally on the Center’s rest rooms featuring fresh cut flowers gathered and arranged by maintenance staff. The Center serves as the only mid-state I-75 traveler’s rest stop.
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Events & Exhibitions
Demonstrations

On Saturdays throughout the year, the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea features artisan demonstrations, book signings, and food tastings which allow visitors the opportunity to meet and watch Kentucky artisans at work. These and other special events bring to life the creative process, introduce Kentucky artisans to the public and allow visitors a view of the creative process first hand. A current calendar of events is available on the center’s website and in this press kit.
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Special Exhibitions at the Center
The center offers special exhibitions two to three times a year to showcase works by Kentucky Artisans that are suited to a gallery setting or theme. These exhibitions are organized to feature works by specific medium or by theme and subject matter and sometimes are in collaboration with other state agencies. Since 2004 the center has offered 28 exhibitions featuring basketry, photography, folk art, kiln-formed and hot glass, silk and sterling silver, woodcarving, clay, natural materials, and more. 

2011 Exhibitions   
The Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen: Works by Juried Members

March 5 - August 20, 2011

An Artful Array: Bowls by Kentucky Artisans

August 27, 2011 - February 25, 2012

LOBBY EXHIBITIONS

LaVon Williams: Kentucky Folk Artist

Works from the Kentucky Folk Art Center at Morehead State University Collection
April 23 - September 10, 2011

The Clays of Kentucky 

From the Kentucky Historical Society

September 17 - November 13, 2011
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
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Shopping & Artisan Works
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Art, craft, music, food and books from

 over 650 artisans in Kentucky!

Furniture, pottery, jewelry, rugs and fiber products, books, music, Kentucky made foods and candies, spices, two dimensional artworks, carved wooden treasures, garden sculptures, and many, many more hand made gifts, can be found in the Center’s gift shop. All made by Kentucky artisans!

The Center calls itself an artisan center rather than an artist center or a craft center in order to be more inclusive of works demonstrating a full range of accomplished art skills. Included are works created by craftspeople working in clay, fiber and other mediums associated with the term “crafts”. The Center also features two-dimensional art works such as painting, sculpture, printmaking and photography as well as works by musicians, writers and producers of specialty foods. 
Artisan bios accompany works on display at the center and give visitors and customers both technical and biographical information about the product and the maker.

The Center is developing a website store to be able to provide quality products through internet sales.

Who sells work at the Center?

Any Kentucky artisan is eligible to apply to sell products wholesale at the Center. Applications are available online and at the front desk. Jurying sessions are conducted several times a year by a group of professionals to approve artisan works. The Center also features artwork in educational exhibits, in special gallery exhibitions and in other display opportunities. Currently the Center features and sells works from over 650 artisans from over 100 Kentucky counties.

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Café 
Southern Cuisine, Gourmet Coffee Bar, Baked Goods

Enjoy Kentucky cuisine in the café with favorites such as fried catfish, corn pudding, Rotisserie chicken, and bourbon bread pudding. The café was favorably covered twice by the Lexington Herald-Leader and continues to be an important part of the Artisan Center experience.  The following is a sampling of featured entrées served daily, for example, Meatloaf is served on Monday. 
Entrees

Meatloaf, Kentucky Hot Brown, Fried Chicken, Roast Pork Loin and Dressing, Fried Catfish and Hushpuppies, Rotisserie Chicken, Baked Turkey Breast, and Roast Beef  

Vegetarian

Broccoli Quiche, Tomato Pie, Vegetarian Chili, Soups, and Salad Bar

Sides

Corn Pudding, Green Beans, Fried Zucchini, Real Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Cinnamon Apples

Desserts

Bourbon Bread Pudding, Kentucky Derby Pie, Cupcakes, Kentucky Silk Pie, Assortment of Ice Creams, and Cobblers  

Gourmet Coffee Bar

Salad Bar and Soup
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The Center also hosts community groups in its conference and private dining rooms, both rented for nominal fees for meetings and special events. Both rooms are frequently filled by educators, private companies, and state agencies taking advantage of the interstate location, good food, clean rest rooms, and good service.

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

____________________________________________________________________________________________
History of the Center
The Concept of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

In 1996, a tornado destroyed much of the oldest section of Berea called “Old Town,” where many artist studios and shops are located. To help these artisans back onto their feet and to rebuild the tourism base, partnerships were formed with Eastern Kentucky University’s Center for Entrepreneurship Development, the city of Berea, Berea College and the State of Kentucky. These groups did research and sought out local input to come up with a plan resulting in the concept of an Artisan Center that would showcase the quality handicrafts of the region and state and attract tourists to the area.

The community agreed: Berea is the perfect place to have a Kentucky Artisan Center. This Center was envisioned as a way of making the works of Berea’s artisans and the city’s numerous galleries and shops more accessible to tourists and visitors on this heavily traveled interstate. It also acts as a welcome center for visitors to Kentucky. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea opened in August 2003. Based on a similar design in West Virginia, this center contains a gift shop, exhibit area, tourism information and a cafe.   

Designed by Myers Jolly Architects (Lexington, Ky.) to function as a showroom for Kentucky’s quality artisan products, the Center’s Kentucky limestone building continues to intrigue and impress visitors. The building won a stamped concrete award from Redi-Mix for its concrete work in the courtyard, won the prestigious “M” award for its excellent masonry, and has been nominated for other awards. 

Berea Attractions
Dozens of Attractions to Visit in Berea

Berea, the Folk Arts & Crafts Capital of Kentucky, continues its commitment to craft and the arts. The City of Berea is home to craft studios, arts shops and galleries, coffee shops and cafés - all amid the beautiful foothills of the Appalachian Mountains.  Berea’s Working Artisans Studio Tour takes visitors into the workspaces of a dozen artisans where objects of beauty and craftsmanship are created.

Berea also hosts two annual craft festivals, and music can be enjoyed throughout the year with summer carillon concerts, front porch pickin’ and at the annual fall Traditional Music Festival. Quilts come alive during the Berea Arts Council’s Quilt Extravaganza weekend and the Spoonbread Festival and many other festivals and events offer family fun and entertainment year round.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea and the City of Berea continue to be designated as one of Kentucky’s “10 Top Destinations” and school groups and adult bus tours have discovered it is a great addition to an area trip. For more information go to www.berea.com 
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Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Press Page

· The Kentucky Artisan Center opened in August 2003

· Hours:  8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  -  7 days a week

· Closed:  Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day

· Number of Visitors to date:  1.5 Million
· The Center sells Kentucky handcrafts, art, jewelry, garden art, books, music, foods, furniture and more - with a café serving Southern cuisine 
· Demonstrations are every Saturday from 10:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.

· Special exhibits are displayed year round

· Number of employees: 30 full-time staff

· For Press Releases and High Resolution Photos Contact: 

Gwen Heffner, 859/985-5448    x 230
gwen.heffner@ky.gov
Sign up for news releases or E-News at

kyartisancenter@ky.gov 

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

200 Artisan Way, Berea, KY 40403 •  859-985-5448 

www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov
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The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky


  Follow us on Facebook!
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea

____________________________________________________________________________________________
SCHEDULE FOR DEMONSTRATIONS – 2011
ALL DEMONSTRATIONS ARE FROM 10:30 AM – 3:30 PM UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

January

Jan 1

SAT 
CLOSED FOR NEW YEARS DAY

Jan 8

SAT
MACHINE QUILTING - Joyce Cooper, Berea, KY

Jan 15

SAT
HONEYSUCKLE BASKETS - Janet Northern, Mt. Vernon, KY

Jan 22

SAT
HANDBUILT POTTERY - Wyman Rice, Lexington, KY

Jan 29 

SAT
FOLK ART PAINTING - Janice Harding Owens, Mt. Vernon, KY 

February
Feb 5

SAT
PASTEL PAINTING - Marianna McDonald, Lexington, KY

Feb 12

SAT
PAINTED CARVED GOURDS - Donna & Donnie Smith, Waco, KY

Feb 19

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers 

Feb 19

SAT
EXHIBIT OPENING RECEPTION - 1:00 - 3:00 

 Celebrate the Feminine: Quilting for the Cure

Feb 26

SAT
BROOMAKING – Christopher Robbins, Brodhead, KY

March

March 5 
SAT
REED BASKETRY - Patricia Truett, McKee, KY

March 5 
SAT
EXHIBITION OPENING RECEPTION     1:00 - 3:00

KY Guild of Artists & Craftsmen: Works by Juried Members

March 12
SAT
POTTERY ON THE WHEEL - Jeff & Lesa Geiringer, Berea, KY

March 17-19

KENTUCKY CRAFTED: THE MARKET - Louisville, KY

March 19
SAT
WOODCARVING - Berea Welcome Center Carvers

March 26 
SAT
OIL PAINTING – Louie Northern, Mt. Vernon, KY




BOOK SIGNING - Jon Carloftis    11:00 - 2:00

April

April 2

SAT
RECYCLED STERLING JEWELRY - Josie Lamb Williams, Lexington, KY

April 9

SAT
“GREEN” WEAVING ON THE LOOM - Vernon Wiehe, Lexington, KY
April 16

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers 

April 22
 EARTH DAY  
TWIG FOLK-ART ROOSTERS - Lonnie & Twyla Money, East Bernstadt, KY

April 23

SAT
CLAY POTTERY ON WHEEL - Kristal Kokinda/Alley Cat Pottery, Richmond, KY
April 30

SAT
MINIATURE NATURAL MATERIAL BASKETS - Virginia Petty, Berea, KY
May

May 7

SAT
WOODTURNING ON THE LATHE - Pamela Rucker, Lancaster, KY
May 14

SAT
POTTERY ON THE WHEEL - Bruce & Kelley Hoefer, Berea, KY
May 21

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers 

May 28

SAT
COPPER REPOUSSE AND CHASING - Gavin Wilson, London, KY
June

June 4

SAT
PAINTED GOURDS - Angela Arnett, Waynesville, KY

June 11

SAT
CARVED GOURDS - Bonnie Drake, Bloomfield, KY
June 18 
SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers 

June 25

SAT
FELTED JEWELRY - Kristy Sturgil, Nicholasville, KY
July

July 2

SAT
CARVED WOODEN DECOYS - Bob Gibson, Lawrenceburg, KY

July 9

SAT
PASTEL PAINTING - Diana Colgate, Shepherdsville, KY
July 16

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers 

July 23

SAT
WATERCOLOR/COLLAGE PAINTING - Kathleen Esser, Lexington, KY
July 30

SAT
LAMPWORKED GLASS - Steve Scherer, Glasgow, KY
August

Aug 6

SAT
FOUNDATION PIECED QUILTING - Janet Serrenho, Lexington, KY

Aug 13

SAT
CROCHET NECKLACES - Lin Oglesby, Harrodsburg, KY

Aug 20

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Aug 27

SAT
MONOPRINTS - Ken Swinson, Maysville, KY
September

Sept 3

SAT
REED BASKET DEMONSTRATION - Derek Downing, Lexington, KY
Sept 10

SAT
SILK SHIBORI DYING - Cathy Vigor, Lexington, KY

Sept 17

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Sept 24

SAT
FOLK ART PAINTING - Janice Miller, Wilmore, KY
October

Oct 1

SAT
HONEYSUCKLE BASKETS - Janet Northern, Mt. Vernon, KY



GHOST BOOKS SIGNING - Thomas Freese - 11:00 - 2:00

Oct 8

SAT
POTTERY ON THE WHEEL - Bill Whitt, Waco, KY
Oct 8

SAT
FREE GUIDED GALLERY TOURS - 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Oct 15

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Oct 22

SAT
FOLK ART CARVED ROOSETERS - Jo Ann Butts, Sandy Hook, KY
Oct 22

SAT
BOOK SIGNING - Keven McQueen, Richmond, KY  -   11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Oct 29

SAT
CARVED WOOD CELTIC JEWELRY - Jerry Cooper, Berea, KY
November

Nov 5

SAT
OIL PAINTING DEMONSTRATION - Carl Von Fisher, Mt. Vernon, KY

Nov 5

SAT
CHILDREN’S BOOK SIGNING - Linda J. Hawkins, Morgantown, KY

Nov 12

SAT
POTTERY ON THE WHEEL - Mike Ware, Hindman, KY

Nov 12

SAT
FREE GUIDED GALLERY TOURS - 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Nov 19

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Nov 26

SAT
ARTISAN DEMONSTRATION

December

Dec 3

SAT
ARTISAN DEMONSTRATION

Dec 10

SAT
GUITAR MUSICAL PERFORMANCE - Gary Bertram, Georgetown, KY     11 -2 
Dec 10

SAT
ARTISAN DEMONSTRATION

Dec 10

SAT
FREE GUIDED GALLERY TOURS - 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Dec 17

SAT
WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Dec 24

SAT
ARTISAN DEMONSTRATION

Dec 31

SAT
ARTISAN DEMONSTRATION
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