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From the Director – 
 
Kentucky has always been known for its beautiful landscapes and abundant flora, but 2009 has been a banner year! What a great summer to travel in Kentucky to visit the Artisan Center and Berea, and perhaps also attend the Berea Craft Festival July 10-12, or Berea’s Quilt Extravaganza July 31 – August 1. 
 
While in Berea you can enjoy Kentucky’s natural beauty firsthand to whatever degree you’d like—by walking the short trail that begins at the Center’s parking lot, taking the longer bike and walking trail that leads into downtown Berea, strolling through historic College Square or Old Town Berea, or choosing more serious hiking in areas such as the Berea College Forest and Indian Fort Mountain, both of which are included on the National Register of Historic Places. Our staff can always assist you with plans to enjoy the region and the state.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea continues to be open 8am to 8pm daily. On display now through August 22 is a wonderful exhibit, “Shaping Nature: Kentucky Artisans Work with Natural Materials,” as well as many new artisan works throughout the Center. Saturdays from 10:30-3:30  featured artisans demonstrate — and any day of the week you can travel into Berea to tour working artisan studios there, all of which contribute to Berea’s recent well-deserved designation as one of America’s Top 25 Arts Destinations by readers of AmericanStyle magazine (more below).
 
We hope you will join us soon to enjoy all that Berea and Kentucky have to offer.


Victoria A. Faoro

Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
An Agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet / Commonwealth of Kentucky    
_______________________________________________________________________    

Upcoming Artisan Demonstrations and Events
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)
 
Through Aug 22           EXHIBIT – “SHAPING NATURE: KENTUCKY ARTISANS WORK WITH NATURAL MATERIALS”

July
July 4               SAT      PAINTED & CARVED GOURDS – Donna & Donnie Smith, Waco, KY
July 10-12             Berea Craft Festival – Indian Fort Theater
July 10             FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
July 11             SAT      FELTED & KNITTED PURSES – Vickie Cassady, Louisville, KY
                                   FOOD TASTING – Chipotle Chicks Salsas, Falmouth, KY (11:00 – 2:00)
July 18             SAT      LINO-CUT PRINTMAKING – Debby Stratford, Louisville, KY
July 25             SAT      BROOM MAKING – Jonathan Castor, Berea College Student Crafts, Berea, KY
July 31-Aug 1      Berea’s Quilt Extravaganza Weekend
July 31             FRI       HAND STITCHED QUILTING – Joanne Carr DeWitt, Owenton, KY 
August
Aug 1               SAT      QUILTING ON ANTIQUE MACHINES – HANDS ON – Janet Serrenho, Lexington, KY 
Aug 8               SAT      HANDBUILT POTTERY – Jana John, Louisville, KY 
Aug 15             SAT      WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Aug 22             SAT      CIVIL WAR ERA MUSIC – Mike Grimes, Berea, KY (11:00 – 2:00)
                                   EXHIBIT ENDS – “Shaping Nature: Kentucky Artisans work with Natural Materials”
Aug 28-29- Battle of Richmond
Aug 29             SAT      CORN SHUCK FLOWERS – Darlene Hellard, McKee, KY
Aug 29             SAT      NEW EXHIBITION: Kiln-Formed Glass by Kentucky Artisans 
(August 29, 2009 – March 27, 2010)
_______________________________________________________________________    

Center hosts  reception honoring City of Berea’s being ranked
Among America’s Top 25 Art Cities by AmericanStyle Readers 

To celebrate Berea being recognized as one of America’s Top 25 Arts Destinations by readers of AmericanStyle magazine, the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea hosted a public reception on Wednesday, May 27 with Marcheta Sparrow, Secretary of the Kentucky Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, presenting a plaque on behalf of AmericanStyle magazine to Berea Mayor Steven Connelly.  

This honor reinforces Berea’s designation as the “Folk Arts & Craft Capital of Kentucky.”  The town of Berea has long been known as a great travel destination with Berea College’s tradition of craft, Berea’s quality arts festivals, fine craft shops and galleries, working artisan studios, Berea Arts Council activities, community music and dance activities, and ongoing exhibits, opportunities and events at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.     

AmericanStyle magazine’s readers have named Berea among America’s Top 25 Arts Destinations, a designation that is coveted by tourism and arts promoters. Berea has been ranked No. 24 among small cities, a category that includes such destinations as Santa Fe, NM (#1); Asheville, NC (#2); Sedona, AZ (#3); Taos, NM (#4); Sarasota, FL (#11); and Aspen, CO (#16). Berea is the only Kentucky city in 2009 to receive this recognition. 
 
While AmericanStyle’s readers are arts travel enthusiasts, many are also supporters of their local arts scenes.  “Art lovers know they can make a positive impact by buying from local galleries and local artists, so their dollars recycle in the community and support homegrown talent,” says magazine publisher Wendy Rosen. Complete results of the readers’ poll can be found at www.americanstyle.com <http://www.americanstyle.com/>  and in the June 2009 issue of AmericanStyle, now on newsstands and at top booksellers. 

Artisan Center OPEN July 4 Weekend
The Kentucky Artisan Center will be open regular hours from 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM all day on Saturday, July 4 and throughout the weekend. Demonstrating on Saturday will be Donna and Donnie Smith creating painted and carved gourds from 10:30 – 3:30 that day. The Center’s café will be open 8:30 – 5:00 pm. Make the Kentucky Artisan Center a stop on your travels this coming holiday weekend!

Berea Craft Festival – July 10 – 12

The 28th Annual Berea Craft Festival will be held on July 10-12 at Indian Fort Theatre, outside Berea – where visitors will find art by 115 artists from over 20 states who have created exciting works in traditional craft and contemporary art. Visitors can stroll through the historic Berea College forest and purchase quality hand-made goods from clothing to pottery, photography, glass, jewelry, wood, and more! This relaxing and beautiful Indian Fort Theatre location has been charming visitors for years.

The entire family can enjoy ongoing demonstrations and activities for children, and toe tapping music – performed by strolling musicians and vocal groups, including dulcimer, fiddle, and guitar music. A variety of regional foods are available to create a picnic under the trees with grilled chicken, pork tenderloin sandwiches, corn on the cob, baked potatoes, funnel cakes, Kettle corn and fresh squeezed lemonade!
 
Tickets are $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and children under 12 are free. Free shuttle service is available from town and parking is adjacent to the event and free. For more information contact: Berea Tourism 800/ 598-5263 or visit www.berea.com <http://www.berea.com/>  or www.bereacraftfestival.com <http://www.bereacraftfestival.com/>  

Quilt Extravaganza Weekend in Berea – July 31 and August 1

Berea will come alive on Friday, July 31 and Saturday, August 1 for the fifth annual Quilt Extravaganza Weekend with events throughout the town and at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 
 
On Friday, July 31 bell hooks, distinguished professor in residence at Berea College, will present a lecture titled, “Witnessing: By Heart & By Hand” at 2:00 pm at the Community School and the Berea Arts Council will open their exhibition “Quilts with a Kick” at 5:30 PM in the Berea Arts Council gallery. There will be a Vendors Market both days at the Acton Folk Center with quilt supplies and at 7:00 pm on Friday, an “Arts Alive Concert” begins featuring Colonial’s Choice at Memorial Park. The Community Quilt Show will be on display at the Community School on both days as well as other quilt exhibits held throughout the town.
 
On Saturday, August 1, Community Quilt Shows and the Vendors Market continue and Pat Jennings, an award-winning quilter, will give a lecture titled “Transition from Traditional Quilter to Art Quilter” at 12:00 noon at the Berea Baptist Church Fellowship Hall. Lunch is included with the lecture and reservations and tickets are required. (859/985-9317) From 10:00 AM till 3:00 on Saturday, a Kentucky State Quilt Registry will be available, and from 10:00 – 2:00 there will be free children’s activities at the Madison County Public Library.
 
At the Kentucky Artisan Center - on Friday, July 31, Joanne Carr DeWitt of Owenton will be demonstrating hand stitched quilting at the Kentucky Artisan Center from 10:30 – 3:30. On Saturday, August 1, Janet Serrenho of Lexington will offer Artisan Center visitors a hands-on opportunity to create a quilt block using antique featherweight Singer sewing machines from 10:30 – 3:30. All materials will be provided.
 
Come to Berea on July 31-August 1 for a grand quilting weekend!
 
Kentucky Products Travel to Australia with Exchange Program Delegate Nathan Mick 

Nathan Mick, Economic Development Director of Garrard County, KY was selected by The American Council of Young Political Leaders (ACYPL) <http://www.acypl.org/>  as a delegate to Australia for a 10-day political exchange program beginning May 22, 2009.  He joined six other young political and policy leaders from across the United States to study Australia’s political system, engage in dialogue on international issues, and forge professional relationships and friendships.  Before traveling to the Outback, Mick visited the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea where he purchased an assortment of items made by over 20 Kentucky artisans to take as gifts on his tour of Australia.

New Book Highlights Kentucky State Parks 
A new book written by Susan Reigler titled “The Complete Guide to Kentucky State Parks” is now available at the Kentucky Artisan Center, at Kentucky State Parks, and at other booksellers. With photographs by Pam Spaulding, this new release has more than 150 color photos and showcases all 51 Kentucky State Parks including the Kentucky Horse Park, Breaks Interstate Park and the Falls of the Ohio. Organized geographically, with comprehensive maps, photos, and descriptions, the book is a great resource and guide book. It shows the reader all the great historical and naturally beautiful locations in the state and also guides them to places to hike, backpack, golf, swim, boat, horseback ride, rock climb, fish and much more. With views of lodge interiors, marinas, beautiful outdoor scenes, golf courses and family outings, this book lures the viewer into reading more. As writer and photographer James Archambeault states, “Reigler’s words and Spaulding’s photographs should whet the appetite of Kentuckians to drop everything and descend upon their state parks with great enthusiasm, as there is much more to offer than was previously known or considered.”

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea – Artisans in the News 

Gourd artisan Angela Arnett, of Waynesville, KY has won the East-Central division of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) annual national American Heritage Contest.  This division includes all DAR chapters from Kentucky, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and West Virginia. Angela is related to the patriot, Jacob Troxel who served with George Washington at Valley Forge and who married Selusatah, the daughter of the last great Cherokee chief of the Cumberland Plateau Region of America, Talsuska Chiqualataque. Her winning gourd reflects this dual heritage in its design.


Silas House, author of the new book, Something’s Rising: Appalachians Fighting Mountaintop Removal, and Jim Tomlinson author of the new book Nothing Like an Ocean, read from their works, and singer and songwriter Carla Gover performed music at the Berea Arts Council on June 4. Silas also discussed his book at Joseph Beth Booksellers in May.

Artist owned and operated Gallery Janjobe is showcasing flame worked glass bead jewelry by 11 Kentucky artists in the exhibit “Playing with Fire” including works by Ann Klem, Joy Lait, and Rebecca Schupbach. The exhibition will run through July 18 at the gallery, located at Mellwood Arts & Entertainment Center in Louisville. For more information, call 899-9293, or e-mail info@galleryjanjobe.com 

Dan Neil Barnes won the first place award in glass at Cincinnati’s SummerFair in May. Dan won second place in glass last fall at the St. James Court Art Festival in Louisville.
 
Wood artist Jim Sams, of London, KY has had his work featured in an article in the June/July issue of Traditional Home magazine.
 
Cindy Lowy Fess designed two horses for Louisville’s Gallopallosa Derby. She designed a snowflake and ice theme horse for Home City Ice (Play-it-cool), and another for the Mayor's office (Louis' Horse) in front of Metro Hall downtown Louisville. To find out more about Gallopalloso, visit www.gallopaloozaderby.com <http://gallopaloozaderby.com/> .
 
Musician and hammer dulcimer player Kyle Meadows performed at the 40th annual Appalachian Festival in Cincinnati and at the Francisco Farm Arts Festival in Midway, KY.
Storyteller Mary Hamilton been selected to receive a Circle of Excellence Award from the National Storytelling Network. The Oracle Awards presentation will take place on Thursday, October 1, 2009 as part of the National Story Night celebration in Jonesborough, Tennessee.  The Circle of Excellence award is presented to artists who are recognized by their peers to be master storytellers who set the standards for excellence and have demonstrated, over a significant period of time, a commitment and dedication to the art of storytelling.  To see Storytellers who have previously been selected for the NSN Circle of Excellence, see http://www.storynet.org/programs/awards/circleofexcellence.html 
Artisans participating in the Capitol on Derby Day Celebration were: Gary Bertram, Georgetown; Lonnie Combs, Fisherville; Anne Porter Elliott, Stamping Ground; Cathy & Christopher Hill, Louisville; Jim Jones, Nicholasville; Scott Kellersberger, Salvisa; Joe Offerman, Owensboro; Michael & Deb Shambro, Lexington; Estelle Sizemore, Berea; Donna & Donnie Smith, Waco; and  Ralph Tyree, Winchester.
 
Bybee Pottery is featured in “Waco and the Bybees: Central Kentucky Art Pottery 1900 – 1935,” an exhibit curated by Larry Hackley and Margaret Layton and on display at the Hopewell Museum in Paris, KY, through September 27, 2009.  This exhibition showcases Cornelison Bybee, Waco Pottery, Genuine Bybee Pottery and Seldon Bybee Pottery and includes early works by members of the Walter Cornelison family currently operating Bybee Pottery in Waco, KY. For more information call: 859/ 987-7274 or go to the museum’s website at www.hopewellmuseum.org <http://www.hopewellmuseum.org/> 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Artisans are invited to submit information for future columns to: Gwen Heffner, KACB, 975 Walnut Meadow Road, Berea, KY 40403, 859/ 985-5448 ext 230 or gwen.heffner@ky.gov <mailto:gwen.heffner@ky.gov> 
 
If you would like to respond to anything in this newsletter, please contact staff at kyartisancenter@ky.gov <mailto:kyartisancenter@ky.gov> 
___________________________________________________________________________________
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

The Kentucky Artisan Center is located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 at Berea. The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 am to 8 pm and the café from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. Admission is always free. The Center is a WI-FI zone, with free service for 15 minutes. For more information, go to www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov <http://www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov/> or call 859/ 985-5448. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the State of Kentucky.
 
   

