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From the Director – 
 
Each spring we find ourselves amazed anew by Kentucky’s lush landscapes—and by Kentucky’s extraordinary artisans.  What a wonderful time to visit the state and the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea! Across the Center’s grounds oak leaf hydrangeas are coming into bloom, and inside a wide variety of new and favorite works by over 650 artisans from across the Commonwealth are on display.
 
An exciting new exhibit entitled “Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers” is now on display.  Featuring 38 artisans, this exhibition is an exciting look at woodcarvings being made throughout Kentucky. Be sure to join us for the exhibit’s reception on Saturday, June 14, from 1:00 – 3:00 pm. Details are included below.
  
If you visit July 11-13, you can enjoy the Center and also tour the Kentucky Historical Society’s HistoryMobile to view the exhibit “Kentucky’s Abraham Lincoln,” and then travel on into Berea for the 27th annual Berea Craft Fair at Indian Fort Theater.  And remember that Berea’s artisan shops and working artisans tour are always only a few minutes away. Any weekend you visit, our center’s staff can assist you with finding other sites and events to attend in Berea and throughout Kentucky. And our café is always a great place to meet family and friends—or make new traveler friends.
 
Please join us this summer to discover and rediscover Kentucky’s wealth of great products and experiences—we look forward to welcoming you!
 
Victoria A. Faoro
 
Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
An Agency in the Commerce Cabinet / Commonwealth of Kentucky    
 _______________________________________________________________________
 
(If you would rather not be included in this distribution, please hit the reply button and 
type UNSUBSCRIBE E-NEWS in the subject line of your e-mail.)
_______________________________________________________________________        
 Artisan Demonstrations and Events
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)
June
Now Through September 21, 2008 – 
EXHIBIT: “Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers”
Fri        June 6     Whimsical Jewelry by Teresa Kibby, Somerset, KY
Sat       June 7      Gourds with Pine Needles by Lynn Horine, Bedford, KY
Fri        June 13    Woodcarving by Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Sat       June 14   Painted Gourds and Quilting by David Appalachian Crafts, David, KY
Sat       June 14   Opening Artist & Public Reception for Exhibition:
   “Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers”  
Fri        June 20   Carved & Painted Gourds by Donna & Donnie Smith, Waco, KY
Sat       June 21    Pottery on the Wheel by Kristal Kokinda, Richmond, KY
Fri        June 27    Woodcarving by Berea Welcome Center Carvers               
Sat       June 28    Handbuilt Pottery by Melvin Rowe, Louisville, KY
July
Fri        July 4    Willow Baskets Created by Ron Owens, Mt. Vernon, KY   
Sat       July 5    Woodturning on the Lathe by Greg Kirkland, Elkhorn, KY
Fri        July 11   Woodcarving by Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Sat       July 12   Pottery on the Wheel with Matthew Gaddie, Bardstown, KY
Fri        July 18:  Pen & Ink Drawing with Wendy Currier, Georgetown, KY
Sat       July 19   Pine Needle Baskets Created by Pamela G. Smith, Elizabethtown, KY
Fri        July 25   Woodcarving by Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Sat       July 26   Figurative Clay Sculpture Created by David Waltz, Columbia, KY
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
“Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers” on Exhibit
Opening reception: Saturday, June 14, 1:00 – 3:00 pm; Artisan comments at 1:30
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea’s newest exhibition, Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers, will be on display June 7 – September 21, 2008. This exhibit showcases the many styles and techniques of Kentucky’s woodcarvers as they depict real or imagined “creatures” and “characters.” 
 
Featured in this exhibit is the work of 38 Kentucky woodcarvers from all across the state. There are in-the-round free standing sculptures – wall mounted works with relief carving – walking sticks and canes that utilize the natural form of trees and roots – whittled and ingenious folk art carvings – and carvings with stylized features and realism.
 
To showcase Kentucky’s woodcarving talent, the exhibit title – Creatures & Characters – challenged Kentucky woodcarvers to bring forth works that depict real or fantasy creatures and animals, as well as a wide range of real or imagined characters. There are wonderful carved wooden creatures including horses and fish, animal canes, lizards and birds, dogs, hogs and snakes. Carved characters include figures from historical, cultural, biblical and imaginary subject matter.
 
Through all time, wood has been linked to man’s domestic and creative realms and a tree offers material for use from its trunk, branches, and roots, which can be cut, shaped, bent and carved to fulfill man’s every need. Carving styles that appear in this exhibit include whittling, line carving, pierced carving, in-the-round carving (sculpture), and low relief carving using such woods as basswood, padauk, catalpa, walnut, maple, poplar, mahogany, butternut, spruce, pine, and a variety of saplings and tree limbs and roots. 
 
Woodcarving is thriving in Kentucky with half a dozen woodcarving groups scattered throughout the state – in Berea, Winchester, Louisville, Lexington, Pineville, and northern Kentucky. Sharing is an important factor for all these groups and each of them gather weekly and regularly to carve, converse, and learn together. 
 
The finishing of the carvings in this exhibit is unique to each individual carver. Some carvers will let the natural wood grain remain as the finished surface, while others prefer to paint the wood to enhance the figures and animal forms with realistically detailed surfaces. Both acrylic and oil paints are used as well as finish coats of sealer.
 
Special techniques are often used to align legs and appendages with the grain of the wood, which can require the joining of several pieces of wood together to complete one section. Special woodcarving tools are also utilized such as carving knives, gouges, dremmel tools and sometimes dental drills to achieve fine features and details. Woodburning is sometimes utilized for creating details as well.
 
Kentucky woodcarvers featured in this exhibit include: John Adams, Berea; Minnie Adkins, Isonville; Jim Alexander, Rogers; Steve Brown, Madisonville; Janet Burch, Crestwood; David Buzzard, Lexington; Gerald Cooper, Berea; Leonard Dishman, Monticello; Ray Durham, Lexington; Johnny Eldridge, Isonville; Calvin Grant, Lexington; Tim Hall, Ravenna; Alan Hedgespeth, Henderson; John Hendrickson, Pineville; Keith Martin Howard, Hebron; Jerry Jenkins, Cynthiana; Loyal Jones, Berea; Ethan Kilgore, Berea; Edd Lambdin, Frakes; Leroy Lewis, Isonville; Tim Lewis, Isonville; Willard Mathis, Louisville, KY; Dick Mathy, Lexington; Larry McKee, Burnside; Lonnie & Twyla Money, East Bernstadt; Joe & Mary Offerman, Owensboro; Earnest Patton, Campton; Guy Purcell, Ashland; Doug & Mary Ridley, Paduch; Debbie Ross, Lexington; Charles Sabo, Louisville; Larry Smith, Richmond; Oris Stanton, Somerset; Donnie Tolson, Campton; LaVon Williams, Lexington.
 
An exhibition opening reception for the artists and public will be on Saturday, June 14, from 1:00 – 3:00 pm with exhibiting artists discussing their work at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). “Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers,” will be on display June 7 – September 21, 2008, at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Admission is free.
 Berea Craft Fair – July 11-13 – Indian Fort Theatre
 
Plan a trip to Berea July 11- 13 for the Berea Craft Festival, which is celebrating its 27th year. Held just outside of Berea on the wooded grounds of Indian Fort Theatre, this event will feature over 100 artists from 20 different states showcasing new and exciting pieces of traditional and contemporary art.
 
There will be demonstrations of Raku fired pottery, basketry and woodturning as well as great music, dance and entertainment. Children’s activities are planned daily and there will be a selection of regional foods, free shuttle service from town and free parking. Open from 10:00 am – 6:00 pm daily – Admission is Adults - $5; seniors $4; and children under 12 free. Take I-75 to Berea, Kentucky, exits 76 or 77 and follow the signs to the Berea Craft Festival.  For more information go to www.bereacraftfestival.com  Be sure to stop by the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, and shops and artisan studios in Berea while you are in town for the Festival. 
 
July 11-13 – Kentucky Historical Society HistoryMobile 
at Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
 
The Kentucky Historical Society’s HistoryMobile featuring an exhibit entitled “Kentucky’s Abraham Lincoln,” will be on site in front of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea from July 11-13. The HistoryMobile is a mobile history museum housed in a forty-five foot semi-trailer. Since 1973, this program has presented a wide variety of exhibits on Kentucky history. 
 
The “Kentucky’s Abraham Lincoln” exhibit explores Lincoln’s frontier childhood, his career from log house to the White House, and his struggles to end slavery and lead the nation through the Civil War. The exhibit contains artifacts, images, as well as audio, video and interactive elements to appeal to a variety of learners. 
 
Come to the Kentucky Artisan Center July 11-13 to experience this exciting new Lincoln exhibit. 
 
Lincoln Bicentennial Products Available - Created by Kentucky Artisans
 
In addition to being the birthplace of Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States, Kentucky was home to Lincoln’s wife, best friend, law partners, and business associates. Although Lincoln left the bluegrass state as a young boy, his continuing relationships with Kentuckians played a major role in forging his personal and political life.  Kentucky’s Lincoln Bicentennial Celebration will include a wide range of exhibits and events, and the newly created Lincoln Heritage Trail. For more details visit the Kentucky Lincoln Bicentennial Commission website at http://www.kylincoln.org/   
 
As part of these celebrations, the Kentucky Arts Council together with funding from the Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission has awarded over $6,000 in product development grants for artists to create special Lincoln-themed products commemorating the 200th anniversary of Lincoln’s birth in Kentucky.  
 
Fifteen artisans have designed and created new works which are historic replicas, commemorative, photographs, or duplicated images of original artwork produced. These artists are: Marianne Brown, Lawrenceburg, KY; Carol Shutt, Hillsboro, KY; Patricia Brock, Louisville, KY; John Haywood, Louisville, KY; Kathleen O’Brien, Harrodsburg, KY; Curran Copeland, Cadiz, KY; Mitchell Rickman, Bowling Green, KY; J. Carr DeWitt, Owenton, KY; Elizabeth Brown, Mt. Sterling, KY; Harriet Giles, Lexington, KY; Ken Gastineau, Berea, KY; Layne Hendrickson, Benton, KY; and Norma Jean Campbell, Springfield, KY.
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea carries a selection of these specially designed ‘Lincoln Products’, such as: a lidded ceramic box by studio potter Marianne Brown (replica of “Lincoln’s Boyhood Home”); note cards and prints of historic Lincoln sites by photographer Carol Shutt;  a wooden “Limberjack Toy” by Curran Copeland; a “Lincoln Collage” featuring original drawings of Lincoln and family members and site markings on an overlaid map of Kentucky (available as a print or as a card) by Kathleen O’Brien; and both cotton rugs by Harriet Giles and wool braided rugs by Elizabeth Ann Brown. 
 
Renowned Woodworker Sam Maloof at Kentucky Artisan Center
On Thursday evening, May 15, renowned woodworker Sam Maloof and guests gathered for a Kentucky preview of  the new film Maloof by Bill Neill, hosted by Kentucky Education Television. Following the event Bill Neill spoke of his film and Kentucky furniture maker Brian Boggs introduced Sam Maloof, who entertained questions and signed autographs.  This film is being aired throughout the country on public television.
 
 Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea - Artisans in the News 
 
Morehead potter Black Bear will be showing his work June 21-22 at the Eiteljorg Museum’s 16th Annual Indian Market and Festival in Indianapolis. The Eiteljorg Museum is dedicated to the appreciation and understanding of the American Indian and western art and the many cultures of North America. For more information www.eiteljorg.org
 
An exhibit of prints by Jill Plaisted will be on display at First Presbyterian Church in Lexington, KY through July 20.
 
Christa Smith of Elizabethtown, KY has bee ranked as one of the top traditional artisans in America selected by a panel of curators and experts for Early American Life magazine’s 23rd annual Directory of Traditional American Crafts which appears in the August issue of the magazine and will hit newsstands by June 24. According to the judges, Smith’s handcrafted Bavarian boxes showed mastery of the art form, heritage techniques, and workmanship. A color photo of one of Christa’s boxes will be published in the directory. 
 
Elmwood Inn Fine Teas has developed a packaged tea using the Hyson tea - to commemorate the famous “Boston Tea Party” for sale in the National Archives Gift Shop in Washington D.C. National Archives staff approached owners Bruce and Shelly Richardson in early 2007 to research the Boston Tea Party and come up with an appropriate packaged tea. Using the ships’ manifest records Bruce Richardson states, ”Hyson, a green tea, was the staff’s choice because of its flavor and the rising awareness of the health benefits of green tea.”
 
Artists participating in the May Governor’s Derby Celebration in Frankfort were; Ralph Tyree, Winchester; Pamela Mattie of Louisville; Pam & Edith Hillard, Lebanon; Marianne Brown, Lawrenceburg; Jim Jones, Nicholasville; Estelle Sizemore, Richmond; Erica Kirchner, Prospect; Donna & Donnie Smith, Waco; Deborah & James Greene, LaGrange; Debby Stratford, Louisville; Linda Fugate-Blumer, Lexington; Joy Lait, Louisville; and Joe & Mary Offerman, Owensboro.
The Kentucky Historical Society honored legendary Kentucky musician and luthier, the late Homer Ledford (1927-2006) with a historical highway marker on Saturday, May 31, at 11 a.m. ET. The marker is located on College Street on the grounds of College Park in Winchester, KY, which was his home for most of his adult life. His wife Colista was present at the ceremony honoring her late husband - who was a master craftsman, musician and teacher. Ledford founded the Cabin Creek Band in 1976 and led it for 30 years entertaining on four continents and performing for five governors of Kentucky. Ledford also crafted thousands of musical instruments. His banjos, violins, guitars, mandolins, and dulcimers are sought by musicians worldwide. The Smithsonian Institution houses three of his creations- a fretless banjo, an Appalachian dulcimer, and a dulcitar, which he copyrighted. Ledford played 13 instruments during his life as a musician.
_________________________________________________________________________________
 
Artisans are invited to submit information for future columns to: Gwen Heffner, KACB, 975 Walnut Meadow Road, Berea, KY  40403 or gwen.heffner@ky.gov
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Commerce Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center is located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 am to 8 pm and the café from 8 am to 7:00 pm.  Admission is always free. For more information, visit the Center’s website at   www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov  or call 859/ 985-5448.
  
 
 

