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From the Director – 
 
As the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea approaches its third anniversary, we are delighted to report that since our grand opening celebration on July 31, 2003, the Center has welcomed over 463,000 visitors. Nearly 200,000 of those visited between July 1, 2005 and June 30, 2006! It is thrilling to have many hundreds of people from around the world enjoying Kentucky artisan products and experiences every day of the week.
 
July and August are wonderful months to visit the Center and Kentucky. July 14-16 the annual Berea Craft Festival will be held at Indian Fort Theater, complete with great artisans, music, and special events—and the Center will have additional demonstrators that weekend as well. Our fiber art exhibit continues through Sept. 4, and August 4-6 visitors can also participate in the Berea Arts Council’s city-wide “Quilt Extravaganza” which features special exhibits and events throughout the community. Details for all of these activities are included below.
 
And anytime you visit the Center you can travel on into Berea to enjoy the newly organized Berea Studio Artist Tour to watch artists working in metal, glass, wood, fiber and other arts. View the introductory video at our Center, pick up a map, and then enjoy the self-guided tour. Berea and the region continue to offer other wonderful galleries and shops selling artisan works from Kentucky and around the country. Come to Berea often this summer to enjoy all the many activities found at our center and throughout the Folk Arts & Craft Capital of Kentucky!
 
Victoria A. Faoro
 
Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea      
 
Governor Ernie Fletcher, one of the nearly 200,000 visitors the Center hosted during fiscal year 2006, with Executive Director Victoria A. Faoro, enjoying glasswork by Brook White Jr. of Louisville, KY.
_______________________________________________________________________        
 Artisan Demonstrations 
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)
 
JULY
July 7       Fri          WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
July 8       Sat          SCULPTURAL PORCELAIN – Melissa Flautt, Louisville, KY
Berea Craft Fair Weekend – July 14-16  - Indian Fort Theater
July 14     Fri          MINIATURE INSTRUMENT PINS – Karen Scates, Woodburn, KY
                                FOOD TASTING – Southern Delight, Bowling Green, KY  
July 15     Sat          PAINTING ON SILK – Judy Kushner, Lexington, KY
                                MUSICAL PERFORMANCE – Kyle Meadows & Steve Adkisson Cold Spring, KY (Noon- 2pm)
                                BOOK SIGNING – Nancy Kelly Allen, Hazard, KY (11am-2pm)
July 16     Sun         PASTEL PAINTING – Marianna McDonald, Lexington, KY
July 21     Fri          WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
July 22     Sat          SCROLL SAWN HORSE JEWELRY – Janet Bailey Burch, Crestwood, KY
July 28     Fri          WATERCOLOR PAINTING – Steve White, Maysville, KY
July 29     Sat          BASKETS – Patricia Truett, McKee, KY
AUGUST
Aug 4       Fri          MACHINE QUILTING – Joyce Cooper, Berea, KY
Aug 5       Sat          PIECE QUILTING – Brenda Plaster, Lawrenceburg, KY
Aug 11     Fri          WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Aug 12     Sat          POTTERY FACE JUGS – Bob Brigl, Bowling Green, KY
Aug 18     Fri          CARVED WALKING CANES – Willard Mathis, Louisville, KY
Aug 25     Fri          WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers 
 

“Fiberworks: Louisville Area Fiber and Textile Artists” Exhibit Extended through September 4
The Center’s current fiber exhibit featuring works by 15 members of Louisville Area Fiber and Textile Artists (LAFTA) will be on display through September 4, 2006. This exhibition was developed in cooperation with LAFTA association members, the Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft, and John Begley of the Allen R. Hite Art Institute of the University of Louisville.
 
Founded in 1995, the Louisville Area Fiber and Textile Artists (LAFTA) is comprised of Louisville-area visual artists whose work encompasses an array of surface design and construction techniques. The two-fold mission of the group is to provide ongoing support and information to its members and to increase community awareness of the broad field of fiber arts. LAFTA currently has a membership of more than 90 artists whose work includes: art quilts, hand or machine embroidery, fabric painting, stenciling and stamping, batik and Shibori dyeing, felting, paper making, multi-media (textiles combined with other elements), on or off-loom weaving, tapestry and beading.
 
Members included in the Center’s exhibition are: Mary Jane Allen, Mary Craik, Susie DeZarn, Tiffany Embry, Judy Goodwin, Mary Dennis Kannapell, Kathleen Loomis, Sallie Manassah, Jacque Parsley, Marty Plager, Felice Sachs, Melinda Snyder, Jan Malone Sowder, Joanne Weis, and Gayle Williamson.
 
Berea Craft Festival July 14 -16 – Celebrating 25 Years
Plan a trip to Berea July 14-16 for the Berea Craft Festival, which is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. Held just outside Berea on the wooded grounds of Indian Fort Theatre, this event will feature 120 artists from 20 states showcasing new and exciting pieces of traditional and contemporary art. 
 
There will be demonstrations of Raku fired pottery, basketry, woodturnings, carving and silversmithing, as well as great music. The popular musical duo Zoe Speaks will perform all three days, the Reel World String Band is performing on Saturday and the Pennsylvania based Peach Pie Jazz Quartet  is performing both Saturday and Sunday. 
 
This year the Berea Craft Festival will also benefit the Humane Society with author Leigh Anne Florence appearing on Saturday with her two famous dachshunds, Woody and Chloe, the venerated subjects of her four children’s books. Both Woody and Chloe will sign copies of their books at the festival on Saturday, with a percentage of sales going to the Humane Society. A special family interactive art project called, “Be an Artist for a Day and Help an Animal for a Lifetime,” will allow festival goers to create paintings that will then be donated to the Humane Society for a fundraiser.
 
Admission to the festival is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and free for children under 12. For more information go to www.bereacraftfestival.com  Be sure to stop by the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, and shops and artisan studios in Berea while you are in town for the Festival. 
 
Artisan Center Events – Berea Craft Festival Weekend
July 14-16
The Artisan Center joins the July 14-16 Berea Craft Festival weekend celebration with numerous activities. On Friday, July 14, Karen Scates of Woodburn, KY will be demonstrating how she creates her miniature and to scale instrument pins from 10:30-3:30 and Southern Delight will offer a food tasting featuring their new line of salt-free sauces and seasonings. 
 
On Saturday, July 15, Judy Kushner of Lexington will create her colorful painted silk scarves from 10:30-3:30; Kyle Meadows and Steve Adkisson will perform music on hammer dulcimer, banjo and guitar from 12:00-2:00; and Nancy Kelly Allen will be signing her children’s books from 11:00-2:00. 
 
On Sunday, July 16, Marianna McDonald will be demonstrating her pastel painting techniques for visitors from 10:30-3:30 at the Center. Come and watch Kentucky’s talented artisans at work!
 
“Quilt Extravaganza” A Berea City-Wide Event – August 4-6
 
On Friday, August 4, the City of Berea in conjunction with the Berea Arts Council kicks off a weekend of quilt related happenings and events in the second annual Quilt Extravaganza. This city-wide celebration will begin at 5pm on Friday evening, August 4, with the exhibition “Quilts with a Kick,” opening reception from 5pm – 8pm at the Berea Arts Council’s ArtSpace gallery, 116 Main St., Berea. From 5 to 9 that evening other Berea galleries and shops will be open with exhibits, demonstrations, hands-on kids’ activities and live music, as part of  Berea’s monthly “First Friday in Berea - Gallery Hop.” 
Saturday, August 5, special events and activities celebrating quilts and quiltmaking will be held throughout the City. From 10am – 6pm exhibits of quilts from private collections will be on display in churches and other locations. Visitors can also enjoy quilting demonstrations being held, shop in businesses and galleries featuring special quilt displays, and shop for quilting supplies, fabric, quilted items, antiques, gifts and more with vendors on the College Square Green from 10am – 4pm.
 
At noon on Saturday, enjoy a special luncheon at the historic Boone Tavern in College Square and be entertained by Judy Rector, who will share the fascinating stories connected with America’s quilts and their makers (Limited seating; reservations are required). For fees and to make a reservation, call 859-985-9317.  At 3pm, a lecture entitled “Care and Preservation of Quilts” will be presented at the Appalachian Center in the Trades Building on the Berea College campus.
 
In the Woods-Penniman Building, also on the Berea College campus, from 10am – 5pm on Saturday the Kentucky State Quilt Registry will document any pre-1960s quilts brought in by Kentucky residents. From 10am – noon that day, quilt owners can also talk to the experts about their quilts at the “Old Quilt Roadshow,” also being held in the Woods-Penniman building.
 
On Saturday evening, “Patchwork,” a play by Carol Lauck will be performed. Each scene in this patchwork story is “sewn” together by the characters of Calico, Denim, Velvet and Sateen, providing a “square” piece of life wisdom, shared in a joyous, tongue-in-cheek way. Call 859-985-9317 for tickets ($5).
 
On Sunday, August 6, quilt displays in galleries and shops will be open from noon – 5pm, and a matinee performance of “Patchwork” will be held at 2pm. For tickets call 859-985-9317 ($5).
 
In addition to these events during the Quilt Extravaganza Weekend, the Berea Arts Council’s “Quilts with a Kick” exhibit of art quilts will be on display from July 14 – August 29, 2006.  The Berea Arts Council is also presenting four quiltmaking workshops. On July 22, Cindy Vough will teach, “Harmonic Convergence: Merging Fabric for Dramatic Effect” from 10am – 3pm; on July 29, Carrye Kearns will offer, “From Refrigerator Art to Quilt Art: Making a Wall Hanging as an Adult/Child Team” from 9am – 4pm; on August 12, Pat Jennings will lead a quilt workshop called, “Adventures in Portraiture: Making Portraits with Fabric and Thread” from 9am – 4pm; and on August 19, Betty Scheiderman will offer, “Applique for Beginners” from 9am – 4pm. These workshops will all be held at the Berea Arts Council’s ArtSpace gallery, 116 Main St, Berea. Pre-registration is required for these workshops (fees charged). Call 859-985-9317 to register or use the registration form at www.bereaartscouncil.org  
 
All Quilt Extravaganza events are open to the public and free unless otherwise noted. For more information call 859-985-9317 or visit the Berea Arts Council website at www.bereaartscouncil.org. For more information about visiting Berea, the Folk Arts and Craft Capital of Kentucky, call Berea Tourism at 859-986-2540 or visit www.berea.com.
 
Enjoy a Summer Lunch at the Kentucky Artisan Café
The Kentucky Artisan Center Café has great summer lunch and dinner offerings, including daily specials. Rotisserie chicken available every day has become a perennial favorite, with changing marinades, sauces and fresh herbs from the Artisan Center’s own herb garden used to create a great variety of tastes. New to the regular list of delicious vegetable sides is fried okra, beets, and fried green tomatoes.
 
But the favorites for many continue to be our daily special entrees. Every Tuesday Chef Penny Baker makes a winning version of the classic Kentucky “Hot Brown” that originated in Louisville. The fried fish available on Fridays is prepared using Kentucky’s own Wisenberger fish fry batter. The Center also features Kentucky’s very own Valentine’s Ice Cream—a great finish for lunch on our patio.
 
Lunch is served 11:30-2:00 and Dinner from 5:00-7:30 Grill service with great fried catfish and grilled chicken sandwiches, hamburgers, grilled Reubens and a wide range of other offerings is available 11:00 am through 7:30 pm daily.
 
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea – Artisans in the News
 
Woodcarver Bob Gibson of Lawrenceburg, won second place in the International Wildfowl Carving Association’s carving competition. The IWCA promotes and supports wildfowl and fish art, including the traditional art of wildfowl carving; promotes carving competitions for wildfowl and fish; develops educational programs; and establishes uniform standards, procedures, and record keeping for carving competitions of wildfowl and fish art. For more information on the IWCA go to www.IWCA.com 
 
Chairmaker David Wright who heads up the furniture design program at the Kentucky School of Craft in Hindman, Kentucky, taught a week long session in Windsor Chairsmaking at the Kelly Mehler School of Woodworking in Berea, June 5-10. For more information about classes at the Kelly Mehler School of Woodworking go to:  www.kellymehler.com  For information about the Kentucky School of Craft go to: www.hazard.kctcs.edu/jy5/academic affairs/
 
The musical group Zoe Speaks will be performing at 7:00 pm on Thursday, July 13, at the Behringer-Crawford Museum in Covington, KY as part of their ‘Coffee Cup Concerts’   www.bcmuseum.org
 
Robin & Mary Reed presented a hands-on workshop to 29 Robinson Scholars at the Kentucky School of Craft on June 30 in Hindman, KY. 
 
Storyteller Mary Hamilton’s latest CD “Sisters All … and One Troll” has won two Parents’ Choice Foundation awards – the ‘Parenting Media Award’ and the ‘Parents’ Choice Award.’
 
Fiber and clay artist Elmer Lucille Allen has an exhibit at the Carnegie Center for Art and History in New Albany, Indiana, which includes ceramic pieces as well as examples of her shibori, the Japanese art of manipulating fabric to create ‘shape-resisted’ designs. 
 
Fiber artists Elizabeth Ann Brown and Janice Hensley demonstrated spinning and braided rugs at the annual “Appalachian Festival” June 17, in Cincinnati.  
 
Glass artist Dan Barnes of Lexington was commissioned by Women Leading Kentucky to design and create an award for this year’s recipient Tipper Gore.  He also was commissioned to design an original glass work for Jamie Dimon, CEO of JP Morgan Chase Bank. Dan received an ‘Honorable Mention Award’ at the annual West Palm Beach craft fair Sunfest 06.
 
Fiber artists Phils Alvic and Harriet Giles have work in the exhibition titled “Southern Decorative Fiber” on view through August 5, at the RJ Reynolds Gallery in Winston-Salem, NC. 
 
The first week of August, Jeanette Landenwitch will be teaching a course in Precious Metal Clay (PMC) at Arrowmont School of Crafts in Gatlinburg, TN. For more information: www.arrowmont.org 
 
Book and paper artist Gin Petty taught a course in Coptic Binding at the Lexington Art League in June, and John Snell taught a class titled, “Taking and Making Better Pictures” at the LAL this Spring.
 
Silversmith Joseph Schmidlin was commissioned to create a sterling pin/pendant to mark the Kentucky Nurses Association’s Centennial year. The Kentucky Nurses Association, based in Louisville, will sell the pin which Schmidlin designed with a ‘Hearts and Hands’ image, to raise scholarship money for students in local nursing schools. 
 
Studio Potter Larry Watson is participating in the Arts Exchange program between Cincinnati, Ohio and Nancy, France, as part of the Cincinnati-Nancy Sister Cities Association’s cultural exchange which features exhibitions in each city and exchange visits by the participating artists.
 
Painter Wayne Daugherty had his work on exhibit in June at the Toy Box Deli on Main Street in Danville, Kentucky.
 
The singing trio Raison D'Etre reports that two of their songs, ‘I’ve Got Heart’ by Violet Rae Downey and ‘Broken Radio’ by Roberta Schultz, were presented “Judge’s Choice Awards” at the MOVA songwriting competition in Guntersville, AL. Raison D’Etre will be performing in concert on July 17 at the Hoover Auditorium in Lakeside, Ohio, and on August 1 at the Mountain Valley Arts Center in Guntersville, AL. www.raison3.com
 
On June 29, six members of the Berea Welcome Center Carvers presented the results of a four month effort – forty four ‘Care Carvings’ to each child at the University of Kentucky Children’s Hospital in Lexington. This was the second year that the Berea Welcome Center Carvers have donated their time, talent and love to the children at UK Children’s Hospital. In previous years the group has auctioned off collaborative works and donated the proceeds to the hospital.
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Commerce Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The Kentucky Artisan Center is located just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 am to 8 pm and the café from 8 am to 7:30 pm.  Admission is always free. For more information, visit the Center’s website at   www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov  or call 859/ 985-5448.
  

