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BEREA, KY. – On Wednesday, July 9, 2008, Phil Powless and his family from London, Ontario became the 1,000,000 guest to visit and enjoy the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 

Phil Powless, a Baptist minister from London, Ontario is originally from Rockford, Illinois and his wife Tanya is originally from Michigan. They regularly travel south doing church mission work and seeing their family. They were traveling Interstate 75 on this particular day to take their three children to visit Kentucky Kingdom.

The Powless family was presented with a Kentucky gift basket by Lindy Casebier, Executive Director of the Office of Arts & Cultural Heritage, representing Marcheta Sparrow, Secretary of the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet and chair of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea Authority Board. Also participating were members of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea’s Authority Board, who were meeting in the facility at the time. The presentation was held with Center staff and other visitors applauding enthusiastically. The Powless family had never visited the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea before and stated, “We were quite impressed with the beautiful facility and certainly didn’t expect such a special surprise!”
Since opening on July 31, 2003, the  Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea has not only welcomed over 1,000,000 visitors, but it has hosted over 523 artisan events including demonstrations, musical performances, and book signings, and featured 24 special exhibitions in the Center’s gallery and lobby.  The Center features works created by over 650 vendors representing more than 100 Kentucky counties, and has sold over $6 million worth of Kentucky-made products.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea received national attention in 2006 when Dave Hunter, publisher of the Along I-75 travel guide series, cited the Center as having the “cleanest and best designed restrooms on Interstate 75.”

Dedicated to showcasing the work of Kentucky’s many outstanding artisans, the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is located alongside I-75 at exit 77, Berea, Kentucky, 40 miles south of Lexington. Inside, visitors find exciting opportunities to shop for Kentucky made crafts, musical recordings, foods, fine art, and books, view special exhibitions, and explore Kentucky crafts and history, sample Kentucky cuisine, experience Kentucky hospitality and enjoy full traveler services. 
The Center is open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and features three annual special exhibitions, a sales gallery and gift shop with fine art and crafts, demonstrations and events every Friday and Saturday by Kentucky artisans, and a Café that specializes in Kentucky cuisine.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet.
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Phil & Tanya Powless and family are presented a Kentucky Gift basket by Lindy Casebier, 

recognizing them as the millionth visitors to The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 
Below:  The Powless family with members of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea Authority Board.
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Phil Powless and his wife Tanya of London, Ontario, Canada, were the millionth visitors to the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea – and received a Kentucky Gift Basket and new Kentucky: Unbridled Spirit ball cap. 
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