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BEREA, Ky. – An exhibition of 24 wall quilts titled, Celebrate the Feminine: Quilting for the Cure is on display in the lobby of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea now through April 16, 2011.
These quilts made by Kentucky artisans are selections from the traveling exhibit Celebrate the Feminine: Quilting for the Cure. Works in this exhibition were made by members of Quilt Artists of Kentucky, an auxiliary of the Kentucky Heritage Quilt Society, which is committed to the theme of “women helping women.”  These quilts were made and donated to travel for 18 months to quilt shows, museums, art centers and health clinics across the country to promote breast cancer awareness and to encourage donations to the Susan G. Komen Foundation.

Whimsical, abstract, realistic and informative, these art quilts recognize women of influence and honor the many expressions of femininity in our society. Each quilt has its own story written by the artist. Some quilters have chosen to create their own definition of femininity; others pay homage to loved ones who have either survived the disease or passed away.  These quilters have used diverse techniques for these artworks, including piecing; hand and machine appliqué; hand and machine embroidery; reverse appliqué; broderie perse; hand and machine quilting; and embellishment. The exhibit’s quilts include letters and portraits transferred to fabric, antique lace, novelty prints and a wide range of found objects.

Karen Riggins’ quilt is based on a poem titled Embraced by the Feminine and features an abstraction of a tree embellished with ancient symbols of fertility and wisdom. Pat Cheshire Jennings says of her quilt titled The Balancing Act, “Women will know the meaning of this quilt at first glance!” Speaking of the design of her quilt, Claire Breswick says she came to the realization that femininity is the unique essence of every woman. She explains, “For some women their uniqueness results in fame, so I have put together 31 portraits of women of import.” Her quilt includes, among others, the faces of such notable women as Harriet Tubman, Jane Adams, Helen Keller, Susan B. Anthony and Eleanor Roosevelt.

Artists included in this exhibit are Rita Barlow, Berea; Mary Bauer, Louisville; Claire Breswick, Georgetown; Christine Cetrulo, Lexington; Karry Green Crump, Campbellsville; Roxanne Ferguson, Mayfield; Sara Reynolds Fuller, Paducah; Rita Thompson Hardman, Lexington; Mollie Lee Heron, Lexington; Hazel Jackson, Mt. Vernon; Pat Cheshire Jennings, Berea; Phyllis Miller, Murray; Carol Poston, Berea; Karen Teel Riggins, Versailles; Barbara Rogers, Louisville; Janet Serrenho, Lexington; Kathy Service, Glasgow; Jarvada Smith, Mayfield; Diana Stinebrickner, Berea; Linda Todd, Bowling Green; Virginia C. Van Meter, Georgetown; Cindy Vough, Nicholasville; Ginnifer Saylor Watts, Berea; and JoAnne White, Berea.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The center’s exhibits, shopping and travel information areas are open daily. Winter Hours are in effect and from Jan. 4 - March 10, the Center is open daily 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and the café is open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Admission is free. The Center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from 100 counties across the Commonwealth. For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the center’s website at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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Quilts L-R: “The Balancing Act” by Pat Cheshire Jennings of Berea; “The Temptation of Eve” by Javada Smith of Murray; and “Embraced by the Feminine” by Karen Teel Riggins of Versailles.
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