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BEREA, Ky. – When Robert Redford’s film production crews were looking for historically accurate articles for the film, The Conspirator, set in 1865, they turned to Kentucky artisan Heidi Sanner of Candle Bee Farm for beeswax candles made using traditional methods and organic beeswax produced by her own bees. 

Sanner was contacted through her website Candle Bee Farm, by the Assistant Property Master from California based Conspirator Productions, which purchased her natural colored, hand rolled, beeswax dinner tapers for use in the film shot in Savannah, Georgia. Sanner’s beeswax tapers appear in numerous scenes in Redford’s film The Conspirator scheduled to be released in theaters April 15. 

Sanner relates, “It is amazing to consider the preparation involved with this movie. Every detail was given focus, right down to the authenticity of period appropriate 100 % beeswax candles . . . which burn five times longer than other waxes and definitely are up to the test of long hours of filming. The styles chosen for the movie are dripless, sootless and smokeless, making it easy on the cameras, actresses and actors.” www.candlebeefarm.com
It’s not unusual for film production crews and designers looking for well crafted period- correct articles for film sets to turn to the wealth of talented artisans in Kentucky. Many artisans across the state have had their original works as well as period reproduction works used by film and television producers. 

One Kentucky artist, who has created reproduction leather props for over 40 major films, is Phil Phillips of Dixie Leather Works in Paducah. His period accurate reproduction leather works have been included in such films as: The Alamo; God’s & Generals; Gangs of New York; Gettysburg; Amistad; The Civil War; Somersby; and the TV series Dr. Quinn. He has produced theatrical props for such companies as: Turner Cinema, Inc.; Dreamworks (Stephen Spielburg); Lakeside Production, Inc.; and Blue Sky Films among others. www.dixieleatherworks.com 
In the small Kentucky community of Symsonia, third generation broom maker Richard N. Henson creates brooms like his father and grandfather before him.  Richard created the brooms for the TV show “Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman” and for the Leeds, England ballet “Angels in the Architecture” as well as for the Martha Stewart Living TV show. www.hensonbrooms.com 

Another Kentucky business, Creatures of Habit in Paducah, also supplies and creates unique costumes for the film industry. When the Bruce Willis movie In Country was filmed nearby, Creatures of Habit began what has become a continuous association with film industry costumers and prop designers. The business offers over 17,000 costumes for rental or purchase and have supplied the film industry with costumes and props for such classic films as; Titanic, Pleasantville, US Marshals, A League of Their Own, Pink Cadillac and In County. Their creations have also been used in numerous PBS documentaries.  www.creaturesofhabit.net 

Natural beeswax candles by Heidi Sanner of Candle Bee Farm, leather purses by Phil Phillips of Dixie Leather Works, and hand-crafted brooms by a number of Kentucky artisans are regularly available at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, located at 200 Artisan Way, just off interstate 75 at exit 77 in Berea. The center’s exhibits, shopping and travel information areas are open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission is free. The center currently features works by more than 650 artisans from 100 counties across the Commonwealth and a special exhibition titled “The Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen: Works by Juried Members.” For more information call 859-985-5448 or visit the center’s website at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov. 
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
[image: image2.jpg]


   
Heidi Sanner of Candle Bee Farms pulls a pure 100% beeswax pillar candle from a mold
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In addition to his historical reproduction work, Phil Phillips creates original one-of-a-kind purses
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an agency in the Kentucky Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet
Did you know . . . the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea has hosted over 1.4 million visitors since opening in July 2003?
