Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea     
E-News                                                   
April 28, 2011 

From the Director— 
Spring is always a wonderful time to visit Kentucky and the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, and this spring has been no exception!

Visitors have been enjoying beautiful spring blooms en route, and our new exhibits and other artisan works at the Center. Our gallery exhibit “Kentucky Guild of Artists and Craftsmen: Works by Juried Members” continues to celebrate this organizations 50th anniversary with a wonderful selection of work.  And newly installed in our lobby is a special exhibit: “LaVon Williams: Kentucky Folk Artist,” featuring works from the Kentucky Folk Art Center at Morehead State University Collection. 

Join us soon to enjoy these exhibits, artisan demonstrations, and an array of artisan products changing daily. And what a great time of year it is to continue on into Berea to explore this city where “Art’s Alive.”

Be sure to visit us soon!

Victoria A. Faoro

Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
An Agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet / Commonwealth of Kentucky    

_______________________________________________________________________    
 
Upcoming Events  •  April - May - June  2011

Demonstrations are held 10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)

GALLERY EXHIBIT – “The Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen: Works by Juried Members”

Through Aug. 20, 2011

LOBBY EXHIBIT —    “LaVon Williams: Kentucky Folk Artist” 

Works from the KY Folk Art Center at Morehead State University Collection

Through Aug.1, 2011

April

April 30             SAT      NATURAL MATERIAL BASKETS - Virginia Petty, Berea, KY

May

May 7               SAT      WOODTURNING ON THE LATHE - Pamela Rucker, Lancaster, KY

May 14             SAT      POTTERY ON THE WHEEL - Bruce & Kelly Hoefer, Berea, KY

May 21             SAT      WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers 

May 21             SAT      EXHIBIT RECEPTION - Meet the Artist Event:  1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

                                    “LaVon Williams: Kentucky Folk Artist” 

Works from the KY Folk Art Center at Morehead State University Collection

May 28             SAT      COPPER REPOUSSE΄ AND CHASING - Gavin Wilson, London, KY

June

June 4               SAT      ARTISAN DEMONSTRATION

June 11             SAT      CARVED GOURDS - Bonnie Drake, Bloomfield, KY

June 18             SAT      WOODCARVINGS - Berea Welcome Center Carvers 

June 25             SAT      FELTED JEWELRY - Kristy Sturgil, Nicholasville, KY

See our  2011 Calendar for more...
________________________________________   
Gallery Exhibit on display through Aug. 20, 2011

The Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen: 
Works by Juried Members
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In 2011 the Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen (KGAC) will mark its 50th Anniversary. To celebrate this milestone, the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea presents an exhibit of selected works by current juried Kentucky Guild members who reside in Kentucky. This exhibition includes works in all media by 70 KGAC members and will be on display through Aug. 20, 2011. 

Founded in 1961, The Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen (KGAC) is the oldest organization in Kentucky working to preserve and promote the rich heritage and exciting future of art and craft. The KGAC headquarters is located in Berea, Kentucky, officially designated as the "Folk Arts and Crafts Capital" of Kentucky. KGAC has been an integral component in Kentucky's gaining a national and international reputation for its rich heritage of visual art and fine craft.

for a list of the artisans included
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Lobby Exhibit on display through August 1
LaVon Williams: Kentucky Folk Artist

Works from the KY Folk Art Center
at Morehead State University Collection

Meet-the-Artist Artist Reception - May 21,  1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

This new exhibit featured in the lobby of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is a collaborative effort with the Kentucky Folk Art Center (KFAC) at Morehead State University and showcases a wide range of carved wood sculptures created by Kentucky folk Artist LaVon Williams. 

LaVon Williams is remembered by many for his skill and ability as a member of the University of Kentucky basketball team that won the NCAA championship in 1978. But Williams is especially known for his art – his amazing and powerful low-relief, carved wood sculptures. LaVon Williams was awarded the 2006 Governor’s Awards in the Arts “Artist Award” in recognition of his individual artistic talent and the contributions he has made toward educating children in the state of Kentucky.

Among the works on display at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea are carvings depicting musicians, including Mr. Johnson, a 41-inch tall rendering of a stand up Bass player, several smaller works that portray guitarists and a carved saxophone player titled Yardbird. Of special interest is the carving titled, When I Was Young, I Could Fly, which reflects the artist’s career as a professional basketball player.
A Meet-the-Artist Reception for this exhibit will be held at the Kentucky Artisan Center on Saturday, May 21 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Williams will talk about his work and Kentucky Folk Art Center staff will also speak about their annual folk art event, A Day in the Country, where Williams regularly sells his wood sculptures. (A Day in the Country will be held on June 4, 2011, from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Morehead Conference Center in Morehead, KY.) 
for more about this exhibit
Photo above: Red Lady, by LaVon Williams; on display at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
Reminder:  We Have a New Address

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea’s street and mailing address have changed to 200 Artisan Way, Berea KY. The Center has not moved, but the street leading to the Center’s entrance was newly named in February. An “Artisan Way” street sign now marks the turn off Route 595, making the Center even easier to locate for the over 270,000 people who visit each year. 

Bring Your Next Meeting or Special Event to the Center

The Kentucky Artisan Center has two rooms available for meetings and gatherings. The Center’s Conference Room holds 24 participants and its Private Dining Room has space for 48 participants.  With affordable rental rates, convenient interstate access, on-site catering, and a comfortable environment, these two rooms are perfect for your next meeting or event.  A podium with microphone and AV cart are available.
For Room Rental Info and Request Form
Or contact Teresa Parrett: 859/ 985-5448  Ext 231 or teresa.parrett@ky.gov
Kentucky Artisan Center - Artisans in the News 

Nationally known Kentucky poet, novelist, farmer and conservationist Wendell Berry was presented a National Humanities Medal by President Barak Obama at the White House on March 2, 2011.

Sculptors Erika Strecker and Tony Higdon will have their sculptural screen titled “Of Time and Tilth” unveiled at an opening reception at the Mercer County Public Library on Sunday, May 1 in Harrodsburg. The Sculpture is made up of found, made and fabricated agricultural implements.

Lydia P. Allen has been selected by Early American Life Magazine to be in their 2011 Directory of Traditional American Crafts in the category of “Textiles/Rugs/Needlework.” Allen creates stitched recycled wool designs such as runners, placemats and coasters. 

KACB artisans represented at the Governor’s Derby Celebration in Frankfort are: Michael Shambro, Jeannette Rowlett, Gary Bertram, Bruce and Kelley Hoefer, TR Williams, Christopher and Cathy Hill, James & Deborah Greene, Julia Weber, Joe Offerman, Steve Flinchum, Eugene King, Jordan Stapp, Madonna Cash, Fred & Peggy Spoon.

Painter and printmaker John Lackey designed the cover for the newly released work, Chinaberry, an unpublished manuscript by the late Kentucky author James Still, which has been edited and assembled by Kentucky author Silas House.
KACB artists participating in the Living Arts & Science Center’s exhibition titled “Pattern Play” are; Marianne Brown, Deborah Herndon, Kathleen Loomis, Marianna McDonald, and Jennifer Zingg

KACB artists Monica Pipia and Mary Rezny have works in an exhibition titled A Validation, at MS Rezny Studio Gallery in Lexington.

Author Marcia Thornton Jones will be participating along with 25 other authors in the 10th Annual Claire’s Day Celebration, in Maumee, Ohio on May 21.

Flame Run Gallery will be having a kid-friendly glass art exhibit with proceeds to benefit the Children’s Hospital Foundation from June 3 – July 30. Children are invited to an opening day kid-friendly reception from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on June 4 with glass artist Steve Scherer doing a flame-working demonstration.

Maureen Morehead has been named as Kentucky Poet Laureate (2011-12) and was inducted at the Kentucky Writers’ Day Celebration on April 25 in the Capitol Rotunda in Frankfort.

Colin Grant-Adams, Cari Norris, Mitch Barrett, Kyle Meadows, Eric Heath, Authur Hatfield and Buck Creek, Lorinda Jones, Hog Operation, and the Juggernaut Jug Band all performed at Kentucky on Stage - at the Market held in Louisville as part of the Kentucky Crafted: The Market.

Jennifer Zingg and Dave Caudill led a session titled “Finding Your Audience and Marketing Your Work” and Richard Kolb of Yardbirds gave a talk titled “Protecting You Art Work” as part of the seminar, “Successful Business Practices for the Professional Artist” held on March 19 at Kentucky Crafted: The Market in Louisville.

Writing workshops at Kentucky Crafted: The Market were led by Mary Ann Taylor-Hall and Leatha Kendrick; a publishing panel was held with Sarabande Books, University Press of Kentucky and Larkspur Press; bookmark and bookbinding activities for children were held and readings were given by Kentucky poets laureate Richard Taylor, Joe Survant and Gurney Norman.

Author Nancy Kelly Allen’s book Trouble in Troublesome Creek was selected to represent Kentucky at the 2010 National Book Festival. 
The Headley Whitney Museum in Lexington exhibited tapestries, photographs and poems by Dobree Adams and Jonathan Greene in March.

Landscape designer and gardener Jon Carloftis was the subject of a full length article in the March issue of Kentucky Living Magazine. Carloftis signed copies of his book, Beautiful Gardens of Kentucky, on March 26 at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.

Jennifer Heller Zurick was selected to exhibit at the Smithsonian Craft Show in April.

Artist Opportunities

PADUCAH PHOTO 2011 JURIED PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION

Deadline: May 1. The Yeiser Art Center invites all photographers working in digital or film photography to submit entries for the Paducah Photo 2011 competition. 

More info: http://paducahphoto.com/ 
________________________________________________________________________
Artisans are invited to submit information for future columns to: Gwen Heffner, KACB, 200 Artisan Way, Berea, KY 40403 gwen.heffner@ky.gov
If you would like to respond to anything in this newsletter, please contact staff at kyartisancenter@ky.gov 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky

The Kentucky Artisan Center is located at 200 Artisan Way, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 at Berea. The Center’s exhibits, shopping and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the café is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is always free.

The Center is a WI-FI zone, with free service for 15 minutes. For more information, go to  www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov or call 859/ 985-5448.
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