Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea     
E-News                                                   
April 16, 2009  

From the Director – 
 
Kentucky is welcoming spring with daffodils and redbuds, and dogwoods will soon be in bloom. It has been a challenging winter for many, but we are delighted to report that our center is filled with wonderful Kentucky artisan products, and that interest in these unique, quality items remains strong! 

Last  December area artisans and shop owners gathered here with Lindy Casebier, Deputy Secretary of the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet, to celebrate Governor Beshear’s proclamation of  December 2008 as “Give a Gift Made in Kentucky Month.”  This event kicked off a great holiday season for the Center and its talented and creative artisans.

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea and other attractions in Berea, the Arts & Crafts Capitol of Kentucky, continue to provide visitors with great opportunities for visiting a wide variety of shops, craftsmen studios, and galleries. We hope that you will visit Berea soon to enjoy our programs and services, visit Berea’s working artisan studios and shops, gather information about other Kentucky attractions and events, and explore further the great state of Kentucky.

 
Victoria A. Faoro
 
Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
An Agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet / Commonwealth of Kentucky     
_______________________________________________________________________    
 
Upcoming Artisan Demonstrations and Events
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)

Through Aug 22            EXHIBIT – “SHAPING NATURE: KENTUCKY ARTISANS WORK WITH NATURAL MATERIALS”

April

April 18:            SAT      WEAVING SCARVES WITH TENCEL - Vernon Wiehe, Lexington, KY

April 22             WED    EARTH DAY – HANDMADE RE-CYCLED PAPER – Gin Petty, Berea, KY

April 25:            SAT      MUSICAL PERFORMANCE – Carla Van Hoose, Lexington, KY (11:00-2:00)

May

May 2:              SAT      GOURD DEMONSTRATION – Angela Arnett, Waynesburg, KY

May 8-10              Berea International Festival   ●  Mothers Day Weekend (May 10)

May 8               FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers

May 9               SAT      PRISMA COLOR WILDFLOWER RENDERINGS – Elizabeth Greene, Lewisburg, KY

                                    BOOK SIGNING – Tracey Buchanan, (Signs “Flutterbies”) Paducah, KY (11:00-2:00)

May 16             SAT      MUSICAL PERFORMANCE – Beau Haddock, Lexington, KY (12:00 – 3:00)

MEET THE ARTISANS EXHIBITION RECEPTION –1:00 – 3:00

May 23             SAT      POTTERY ON THE WHEEL – Bill Whitt, Waco, KY

May 30             SAT      WHIMSICAL JEWELRY – Theresa Kibby, Somerset, KY

June

June 6               SAT      SCULPTURAL GOURDS – Jennifer Zingg, Frankfort, KY

                                    COOKBOOK SIGNING – Benita McCoy, Lexington, KY (signs “Scratch Cooking”) (11:00 – 2:00)
June 13             SAT      FELTED WOOL RUGS – Lanette Freitag, Sharpsburg, KY

June 20             SAT      “CARE” WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers

June 27             SAT      DRIED BOTANICALS – Sharon Chartier Haines, Park City, KY

                                    FOOD TASTING – Le Bayou Gourmet Sauces, Berea, KY (11:00-2:00)

_______________________________________________________________________    
“Shaping Nature: Kentucky Artisans work with Natural Materials”  Exhibit on Display through August 22

Meet the Artisans Exhibit Reception – May 16  

The public is invited to a meet-the-artisans reception on Saturday, May 16 from 1:00 – 3:00 pm at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea for the Center’s new exhibition, Shaping Nature: Kentucky Artisans work with Natural Materials, which will be on display through August 22.  Light refreshments will be served and at 1:30 participating artisans will talk briefly about their work. Admission is free.
Shaping Nature – Kentucky Artisans work with Natural Materials, showcases an exciting array of works created from natural plant materials. Kentucky has a varied landscape with a temperate climate that is abundantly rich in natural plant materials. This wide variety of native hardwood and softwood trees, shrubs, vines, gourds, plants and crops, offer an interesting selection of natural materials for Kentucky artisans to use in innovative and creative ways.
Many of the over 30 artisans participating in this exhibition either gather their materials from the wild or grow and harvest the natural materials that they use. Several of these artisans started out as gardeners and evolved into natural material artisans. Virginia Petty grew many varieties of daylilies and eventually began using their dried leaves to weave miniature baskets. Sharon Chartier Haines started with a small vegetable garden and now plants and maintains acres of annual and perennial flowering plants on her 225 acre farm. She harvests and dries these plants in barns and then gathers them into artful botanical wreaths and arrangements. 

Some natural material artisans gather their materials directly from nature. Robert Tharsing creates sculpture from driftwood that he collects in Nova Scotia while Janet Northern creates baskets by gathering driftwood from creek beds and nearby rivers, harvesting honeysuckle from the vines that border the creeks and fence rows of her farm. Honeysuckle and willow branches are also used by Patsy Mosely and Ron Owens to create unusual and durable baskets. Heidi Sanner of Candle Bee Farm started out as a beekeeper, but she now harvests hundreds of pounds of organic bees wax from her many hives to create intricate and decorative molded candles.

Many types of found and harvested woods are also used by such artisans as Joe Salyers, who gathers broken down Cedar trees from his hilltop farm near Ashland, and transforms them with a chain saw into delightful Christmas trees. Arnold Moore harvests Poplar bark from his woods to create birdhouses and birdfeeders, Robin Reed uses Poplar bark to create baskets, and James Reynolds uses Cedar branches and slabs from deadfall on his property to create his furniture.

Gourds are easily grown in Kentucky and they offer a starting point for incredibly creative works. Twenty years ago, Donnie and Donna Smith planted gourds by their back porch and that was the beginning of their career as craftspeople. Donnie now raises most of their gourds on their five-acre farm. Gourd artisans participating in this exhibition are Angela Arnett, Sally Cammack, Mary Cinnamon, Bonnie Drake, Lynn Horine, Lonnie & Twyla Money, Lewis Newman, Donnie & Donna Smith and Jennifer Zingg. While many gourd artisans carve and paint the surfaces of gourds, Jennifer Zingg, Donna and Donnie Smith, Mary Cinnamon and Lonnie & Twyla Money cut shapes into gourds and even sculpt figures and animals by joining them together and adding polymer clay and wood.

KY Guild of Artists & Craftsmen Shows

May 16-17, 2009 – Bowling Green, KY

October 10-11, 2009 – Berea, KY

The weekend of May 16-17, 2009 the KY Guild of Artists & Craftsmen Spring Fair will be held in the Carroll Knicely Convention Center, 2355 Nashville Road, Bowling Green, Kentucky featuring a wide array of crafts and arts. 

Founded in 1961, the KY Guild of Artists & Craftsmen (KGAC) is a juried membership organization comprised of some of the finest artists, craftsmen, collectors, galleries, and arts supporting individuals and businesses in Kentucky and surrounding states. The KGAC headquarters is located in Berea, Kentucky, the "Folk Arts and Craft Capital" of Kentucky,” and is the oldest organization in Kentucky working to preserve and promote the rich heritage and exciting future of art and craft. 

KGAC has been a leader in the national art and craft movement and was one of the most active and highly visible organizations promoting national awareness from the 1960's through the 1970's. KGAC has been an integral component in Kentucky gaining a national and international reputation for its rich heritage of visual art and fine craft. It continues this tradition with its 48th year of presenting spring and fall craft fairs.

Mark your calendar for May 16th and plan to make a weekend trip to Bowling Green.  Visit www.kyguild.org, for more information or call 859-986-3192 and visit www.visitbgky.com to make your reservations to stay the weekend and enjoy the great city of Bowling Green and all it has to offer. 

Mark your calendar as well – for the Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen Fall Fair, which will be held October 10–11, 2009, in Berea, KY.

July Pre-Jury Workshop for Kentucky Crafted Program

The Kentucky Arts Council will host a Pre-Jury Workshop for the Kentucky Crafted Program at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea on Thursday, July 9, 2009, from 4:00pm - 6:00pm.   This session is for Kentucky craftspeople and visual artists who are interested in pursuing wholesale and retail sales of their work, as well as product development derived from their original work.  Kentucky Arts Council staff will be on hand to discuss the qualifications and jury process.  

The workshops are free to all interested visual artists and craftspeople.  Artists interested in applying to the program may bring samples of their work for review and discussion that evening. For more information contact Charla Reed, toll free, 888-833-2787, extension 485 or e-mail, charla.reed@ky.gov or Craig Kittner, extension 484 or e-mail, craig.kittner@ky.gov 

Berea International Festival – May 8 – 10, 2009

Berea will come alive with music, fine art and crafts, dancing, and food as the Berea International Festival brings many cultures together throughout the city on May 8-10. Events will take place in Memorial Park and on the stage of the Folk Art Center adjacent to Old Town Berea, as well as on Short Street on the College Square. The opportunity for participation in creative activities is on-going each day, with activities including flag painting, jewelry making, sweet potato carving and more. Participatory dance workshops include Indian Classical & Folk dance; Appalachian dance; belly dancing; Morris dancing; and Body Recall movement. Musical performers include: Liam’s Fancy; Eric Sommer on guitar; Robert Tincher playing Celtic music; the Brad Lewis Band; Justin & Jeff Corneliuson; and African drumming.

For more information contact: Berea International Festival, www.berea.cc/interfest  or call 859/ 986-7584 or contact Berea Tourism at www.berea.com  859/ 986-2550.

Give a Kentucky Gift for Mother’s Day or Any Special Occasion 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea has an ever changing array of wonderful hand-crafted items created by over 650 Kentucky artisans, and the Center is now creating ready made gift baskets and gift assortments for holidays and special events. If you would rather let the recipient do the gift selecting, you can give an Unbridled Spirit Gift Card from the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. Gift cards can be purchased at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea and used to purchase items made by the over 650 artisans whose works are sold at the Center or used for golf, dining or an overnight stay at a Kentucky State Park, for admission to the Center for Kentucky History, or to visit the Kentucky Horse Park. Unbridled Spirit Gift Cards can be purchased at any of these locations or by calling 1-800-255-PARK or going online at www.unbridledspirit.com   

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea  Artisans in the News 
Author and educator Guerney Norman has been appointed by Governor Steve Beshear as Kentucky Poet Laureate for 2009-2010.

Jewelry artisan Alan Jewell of Versailles, will be presenting a lecture titled, “Local Treasure: The Kentucky Silversmith” on Sunday, April 19 beginning at 2:00 pm at the Headley-Whitney Museum in Lexington, KY. This lecture is one of a series being held during the Smithsonian Exhibition, Jeweled Objects of Desire now on display at the museum.

At Joseph Beth Booksellers in Lexington, Berea author Jim Tomlinson signed and discussed his new book, Nothing Like an Ocean; Silas House discussed and signed his book The Hurting Part; and John Snell and Dean Hill signed copies of their photography books. 
Numerous woodblock prints and posters by John Lackey of Lexington are featured at the Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft in an exhibition titled “Gig Posters” featuring more than 70 artists from around the globe who design and create concert posters for musical groups. The exhibition is on display through May 16, in Louisville. For more information go to www.kentuckyarts.org 

Marianna McDonald of Lexington had an exhibition of her pastel paintings at The Community Art Center in Danville, KY through March and is exhibiting her work along with Laura Lee Cundiff at Elk Creek Vineyards Gallery, near Owenton, KY during June and July. 

Kentucky writers Jane Gentry, Frederick Smock and Crystal Wilkinson served as judges for the Kentucky Art Council’s 2009 Kentucky Poetry Out Loud competition. 

The Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft’s exhibition “Best of Louisville Clay” on display through May 3 includes works by Louisville Clay members and ceramic artisans Suzy Hatcher, Laura Ross, Matthew Gaddie, Judy Miner, Linda Bowman, J.D. Schall, Maria Elena Ottman, Melvin Rowe, Melissa Flautt, Karen Levy Brown, Wayne Ferguson, Link Henderson, Sarah Frederick, Martha Puckett, Keiko Akiyama, and Tonya Johnson.  The award for Best of Functional Clay went to Matthew Gaddie of Bardstown, and Awards of Special Recognition went to Maria Elena Ottman, J.D. Shall, Judy Miner and Wayne Ferguson all from Louisville. Guest curator for this exhibition was Gwen Heffner, information specialist at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.

Woodcarver and decoy maker Bob Gibson was featured with television host Tim Farmer. Bob’s wooden duck decoys were included in a duck hunting segment of Kentucky Afield on KET. 

Kentucky Artisan Center two-dimensional artisans selected for the Kentucky Art Council’s exhibition Kentucky Visions on display at the Capital in Frankfort through April 17: Arturo Alonzo Sandoval, Bruce Frank, Carol Reesor, Cathy Hill, Christopher Hill, Dan Neil Barnes, Dobree Adams, Ellen Guyer, Elsie Harris, John Lackey, Kathleen O’Brien, Linda Fugate-Blumer, Marianna McDonald, Patricia Brock, David Toczko, Paul Burns, Barry Motes, Philis Alvic, and Ralph Tyree. 

Basket maker Jennifer Heller Zurick exhibited at the recent Philadelphia Museum of Art & Craft Show. Jennifer is also exhibiting at the Smithsonian Craft Show, being held in Washington DC April 23-26, 2009.

Studio potter and mixed media artisan Ann Legris was one of six Kentucky artists featured in Morehead University’s national exhibition titled, Mento Mori: Contemporary Manifestations, which was on display January 21-February 18, 2009. This exhibit was juried by renowned contemporary art critic and scholar Eleanor Heartney.

Kyle Ellison, Dan Neil Barnes, and Craig Kaviar along with Kentucky Arts Council Business Development Director Vallorie Henderson, presented training sessions at The Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft’s workshop “Art: Make it Your Business” in Louisville.

Ceramic artisan Maria Elena Ottman has been chosen by the Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft as its new artist-in-residence for 2009. This artist residency program is open to emerging artists and provides them with a stipend, gives them studio space, provides networking opportunities with professional artists, and exhibits their finished works in the museum gift shop.

John Lackey was commissioned by the Kentucky Arts Council to create 4 wood engravings for illustrations in the book Abraham Lincoln of Kentucky, printed by Gray Zeitz of Larkspur Press. This limited edition letterpress book features poetry and prose celebrating the life of Kentucky's native son, Abraham Lincoln. Contributors are past and present Kentucky Poets Laureate Richard Taylor, Joe Survant, Sena Jeter Naslund and Jane Gentry. This book, which includes a foreword by Dr. James Klotter, State Historian of Kentucky, is available at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.

Mary Lamb Nehring recently presented a silk dyeing and quilting technique workshop at the Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft in Louisville.

Artists participating in Elk Creek Winery Gallery’s “Holiday Gathering” were Jennifer Zingg, Greg Seigel, Pat Banks, Laura Ross, and Kathleen O’Brien. 

Kentucky artisans exhibiting at Winterfair in Covington were David Shadwick of Pod's Forge, Wilmore, KY; and John Haywood of Litt Carr, KY.

Kentucky Artisan Center artisans recently added to the Southern Arts Federation’s website Southern Artistry – are: Mitch Barrett, Berea; Ken Gastineau, Berea; Carla Gover, Berea; Page Candler, Campbellsville; Richard Taylor, Frankfort; Dobree Adams, Frankfort; Appalachian Crafts, Irvine; Harriet Giles, Lexington; Chris Holbrook, Lexington; MayApple Creations, Lexington; Joyce Jackson, Lexington; John Lackey, Lexington; Erika Strecker, Lexington; Melissa Flautt, Louisville; Crystal Wilkinson, Midway; Kentucky Wild Horse, Owenton; Greg Seigel, Owenton; Laura Ross, Louisville; and Jane Gentry, Versailles.

Kathleen O’Brien had works in a January exhibition of artists newly accepted into Asheville’s gallery - Blue Spiral I.
 
Ceramic artisans participating in the 6th Annual Holiday Sale by Clay Artists of Lexington were:  Susan Goldstein, Ezra Haggard, Chris Strecker, Amelia Stamps, Link Henderson, Wyman Rice, Carolyn Zolman and Philip Wiggs. 
________________________________________________________________________________
Artisans are invited to submit information for future columns to: Gwen Heffner, KACB, 975 Walnut Meadow Road, Berea, KY 40403, 859/ 985-5448 ext 230 or gwen.heffner@ky.gov
If you would like to respond to anything in this newsletter, please contact staff at kyartisancenter@ky.gov
__________________________________________________________________________________
 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center is located at 975 Walnut Meadow Road, just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 at Berea. The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 am to 8 pm and the café from 11:00 am to 5:30 pm.  Admission is always free. The Center is a WI-FI zone, with free service for 15 minutes. For more information, visit the Center’s website at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov or call 859/ 985-5448. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet of the State of Kentucky.
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