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From the Director – 
 
April and May are wonderful months to travel in Kentucky—to enjoy the state’s spring blossoms and exciting array of artisan works and cultural events.
 
This spring at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea visitors can enjoy a special exhibit, “Kentucky Basketry: The Tall & Short Of It.” A variety of displays throughout the Center showcase numerous Kentucky events such as Keeneland, the Kentucky Derby, the Lincoln Bicentennial, and of course, Mother’s Day. With a host of new artisan works, the Center is a great place to shop for a special gift crafted exclusively in Kentucky.
 
Only a few minutes away is downtown Berea with its self-guided Working Artisans Studio Tour and many shops and galleries. Special exhibits at Berea College and the Berea International Festival provide additional opportunities for enjoying your trip to Berea, the Folk Arts & Craft Capital of Kentucky.
 
What a great time to bring family or friends to enjoy a day at the Kentucky Artisan Center—and to experience the wonderful work being made by Kentucky’s accomplished artisans at the Center and throughout Berea.
 
Be sure to visit the Center often during these beautiful spring and summer months.
 
Victoria A. Faoro
 
Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
An Agency in the Commerce Cabinet / Commonwealth of Kentucky    
 _______________________________________________________________________
 
(If you would rather not be included in this distribution, please hit the reply button and 
type UNSUBSCRIBE E-NEWS in the subject line of your e-mail.)
_______________________________________________________________________    
 
Kentucky Basketry: The Tall & Short of It:
on exhibit through June 1, 2008
 
Don’t miss Kentucky Basketry:The Tall & Short of It, a special exhibition featuring tall and short baskets by Kentucky artisans on display at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea through June 1, 2008. Works in this exhibit showcase each artist’s interpretation and expression of both “Tall” and “Short” basket forms.
 
Throughout history baskets have been made from a wide variety of natural plant materials and have been reflective of their locale, the needs of the culture, and the ingenuity of their makers. Kentucky’s basket tradition is rich and varied, in part because the state has a wide variety of suitable natural plant material for use. Baskets in the exhibit incorporate a wide variety of materials including split white oak, tree bark, willow bark and branches, hickory bark, honeysuckle vines, pine needles, caribou antlers, daylily leaves and driftwood. 
 
Kentucky artists featured in this exhibit include: Teresa Cornett of Bardstown; Scott Gilbert of Scottsville; David and Donna Glenn of Louisville; Beth Hester of Scottsville; Karen O’Nan Martin of Henderson; William Mills of Bell County; Patsy Mosley of Beverly; Janet Northern of Mt. Vernon; Ron Owens of Mt. Vernon; Virginia Petty of Berea; Robin Reed of Irvine; Pamela G. Smith of Elizabethtown; Kyle Tipton of Berea; Jan Treesh of Lexington; Patricia Truett of McKee; Leona Waddell of Cecilia; Elizabeth Worley of Lexington, and Jennifer Heller Zurick of Berea. Also included is a basket by the late Golden “Bunt” Howard from Leslie County, on loan from the collection of Red Bird Mission in Beverly, KY.
 
Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers -
An Exhibition Opportunity for Kentucky Woodcarvers
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea invites Kentucky woodcarvers to apply to have woodcarvings included in the juried exhibit, “Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers,” which will be on display June 7 – September 21, 2008 at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. This exhibit, featuring woodcarvings that depict animals, other creatures, and/or human characters, will showcase the breadth of woodcarving skill and talent throughout the state.
 
To enter, an artisan must be 18 years of age and a resident of Kentucky. An entry form must be submitted along with images of up to three works by May 10. Slides or digital images will be accepted and digital images must be in JPEG format and submitted on CD. 
 
Entry forms may be requested by phone, via E-mail, or by visiting the Center’s website at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov  For more information contact Gwen Heffner at 859/ 985-5448, or via e-mail at gwen.heffner@ky.gov 
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
 Upcoming Artisan Demonstrations and Events
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)
April
April 11:            FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
April 12:            SAT      JEWELRY FROM RE-CYCLED MATERIALS – Josie Lamb, Lexington, KY
April 18:            FRI       EARTH DAY CELEBRATED /RECYLED PAPER – Virginia Petty, Berea, KY
April 19:            SAT      PASTEL PAINTING – Marianna McDonald, Lexington, KY
April 25:            FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
April 26:            SAT      HANDBUILT POTTERY – Wyman Rice, Lexington, KY
 
May
May 2:              FRI       WOODTURNING – Pamela Rucker, Lancaster, KY
May 3:              SAT      REED BASKETS – Elizabeth Worley, Lexington, KY
May 9:              FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
May 10:            SAT      DRIED BOTANICALS – Sharon Haines, Park City, KY  (Mother’s day)
May 16:            FRI       PEN & INK DRAWING – Wendy Currier, Georgetown, KY
May 17:            SAT      ACRYLIC PAINTING – John P. Lackey, Lexington, KY
May 23:            FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
May 24:            SAT      POLYMER CLAY JEWELRY – Sonya Linder, Dry Ridge, KY
                                    BOOK SIGNING – Leigh Anne Florence, Shepherdsville, KY
May 30:            FRI       COLD PROCESS SOAP MAKING – Lisa Brangers, Cox’s Creek, KY
May 31:            SAT      HANDMADE PAPER/ MARBLED – Luanne Vermillion, Whitesburg, KY
 
June
June 6:              FRI       WHIMSICAL JEWELRY – Teresa Kibby, Somerset, KY
June 7:              SAT      GOURDS WITH PINE NEEDLES – Lynn Horine, Bedford, KY
June 13:            FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
June 14:            SAT      PAINTED GOURDS/QUILTING – David Appalachian Crafts, David, KY
June 20:            FRI       PAINTED-CARVED GOURDS – Donna & Donnie Smith, Waco, KY
June 21:            SAT      POTTERY ON THE WHEEL – Kristal Kokinda - Alley Cat Pottery, Richmond, KY
June 27:            FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
June 28:            SAT      HANDBUILT POTTERY – Melvin Rowe, Louisville, KY
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
Berea International Festival – May 9-11
 
On Mother’s Day weekend, Friday, May 9 – Sunday, May 11, Berea will come alive with the second annual Berea International Festival. This festival is a colorful, family friendly festival that will feature regional and international arts and crafts, foods, children’s activities, and international dance and music. 
 
Held in several locations throughout Berea, the festival’s vendors and live music stage will be in Berea’s Memorial Park and the adjacent Acton Folk Center in Old Town Berea. There will also be dance and music demonstrations and workshops throughout the day Friday, May 9th on Short and Jackson Streets on the College Square, and a street dance with Mexican music on Saturday, May 10. 
 
A selection of performers includes; Donna & Lewis Lamb performing traditional Appalachian and Bluegrass music; Zydeco Bon performing French Canadian and Zydeco music; The Louisville Mandolin Orchestra playing Italian and International music; Pale Stout & Amber performing Celtic music; with the final musical performance by John Courter playing folk music from around the world on the Berea College Campus Carillon.
 
Dancing will also abound with performances by the Lexington Vintage Dancers; Contraire Dancers; Bittersweet Cloggers; Tibetan Dance; Danish Folk Dance; African Drumming; Egyptian Belly Dance; and Central European Dances to name a few. For more information contact: interfest@berea.com or Berea Tourism at 1-800-598-5263.
 
Kentucky Historical Society Presents 
“Magic in the Weaving: The Churchill Weavers Collection Revealed”
 
An exhibit entitled “Magic in the Weaving: The Churchill Weavers Collection Revealed,” will be on display May 10 – September 5, 2008 at the Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky History in Frankfort, KY. This exhibit developed by the Kentucky Historical Society showcases their newest acquisition - the Churchill Weavers Collection.
 
For 85 years, Churchill Weavers produced distinctive hand-woven clothing and home textiles in Berea, Kentucky. David and Eleanor Churchill launched Churchill Weavers in 1922, using local labor and looms built by David who also provided the technical expertise for the weaving enterprise. Eleanor provided the designs - boldly combining textures and colors in new ways. In 1973, Eleanor Churchill sold the business to Richard and Lila Bellando. Churchill Weavers contributed greatly over the years to the economic and artistic life of the Berea area. The company and its employees helped make Churchill Weavers one of Kentucky’s most well-known handcraft businesses. 
 
After Churchill Weavers was passed on to corporate ownership in 1996 and faced foreign competition and downsizing, the business was auctioned by the owners Crown Crafts Inc. in 2007. The Kentucky Historical Society was able to purchase the Churchill Weavers Collection to preserve this unique Kentucky collection and history for future generations. 
 
This exhibition tells the story of this signature acquisition and visitors will see the ongoing work by Kentucky Historical Society curators and archivists as they preserve this collection of over a quarter of a million fabric samples, tools, looms, photographs, business records and more.
 
For more information contact: The Kentucky Historical Society, The Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky History, 100 West Broadway, Frankfort, KY 502/ 564-1792, or go to: www.history.ky.gov 
 
Hold your next meeting or other gatherings at the Kentucky Artisan Center
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center has two private rooms available for rent to individuals and groups for meetings and events. With the Center’s on-site catering, great parking, and many visitor amenities, the Center makes a great location for small meetings, conferences, and other gatherings. 
 
A conference room, just off the Center’s lobby, seats 20-25 and a private dining room adjacent to the Center’s café seats up to 48. Both these rooms can be rented with a variety of food and drink options –everything from simple coffee and water service – to a full private buffet. For more information, contact Teresa Parrett at 859/ 985-5448.
 
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea - Artisans in the News 
 
Berea College Art Galleries are featuring three ceramics exhibitions. An exhibition titled “Walter Hyleck Retrospective 1967-2008” is an exhibit of selected works spanning recently retired Berea College ceramics Professor Walter Hyleck’s 41-year career. The exhibition will be on display through April 28 in the Upper Traylor Gallery on the college campus. 
 
In conjunction – another ceramic exhibit titled “40 Years of Ceramics Leadership: The Ceramics Apprenticeship Program at Berea College” focuses on the impact of Hyleck’s work at Berea and the program’s impact on ceramics education.  This juried exhibit includes works by 10 former resident potters and 26 former apprentices and art graduates from 1970 – 2007, including works by Amy Elswick, Jeff Enge, Steve Davis Rosenbaum, and Philip Wiggs. This exhibition will be on display in the Lower Traylor Gallery through April 25.   
 
A third exhibition at Berea College is curated by Stephen Driver, associate professor of art at Brescia College in Owensboro and is titled “Caddo Pots Caddo Culture: Traditional Caddo Pottery from the Collection of the Arkansas Archaeology Survey of the University of Arkansas with Permission of the Caddo Nation.” This exhibit provides another perspective on the potter’s art and craft and its cultural context.  The ancestors of the Caddo Indians were agriculturalists whose distinctive way of life and material culture emerged by A.D. 900, as revealed in archaeological sites in Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, and Oklahoma.  Caddo pottery is considered some of the finest of the Woodland period.  This exhibition is in the Rogers Gallery through April 25. The Berea College Art Department Galleries are located in the Rogers and Traylor Art Buildings on the college campus and are open Mon-Thurs 8 am – 9 pm, Fri 8 am – 5 pm and Sun 1-5 pm.
 
Glass artist Jana Kappeler has opened the Jana Kappeler Studio, a new studio/gallery space located at 106 South Third Street in downtown Richmond. Open to the public hours are: Wednesday, 10-3; Thursday and Friday 10-6, or by appointment.
 
Berea studio potter Philip Wiggs had his work selected for the AKAR Gallery’s annual “Unomi” Cup Exhibition in Iowa City, IA.
 
Artisan Christa Smith will have her work featured in the July issue of Early American Life Magazine. An image of one of her painted wooden boxes will be included.
 
Kentucky Artisans Fong Choo, and Jennifer Heller Zurick were accepted into the Smithsonian Craft Show held April 10-14 in Washington D.C.
 
Matthew Gaddie was invited to display 20 pieces that served as centerpieces for the LOUIE Awards of the Louisville Advertising Federation in March. Matthew also received an Individual Artist Professional Development Award through the Kentucky Arts Council. This funding will allow Matthew to complete a soda fired kiln behind his recently built wood kiln. 
 
Studio potter Bill Whitt organized the making and firing of over 800 ceramic bowls for the Richmond “Empty Bowls” fundraiser in March.
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
Artisans are invited to submit information for future columns to: Gwen Heffner, KACB, 975 Walnut Meadow Road, Berea, KY  40403 or gwen.heffner@ky.gov
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Commerce Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center is located just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 am to 8 pm and the café from 8 am to 7:00 pm.  Admission is always free. For more information, visit the Center’s website at   www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov  or call 859/ 985-5448.
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