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From the Director – 
 
What an exciting summer this continues to be at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea! New artisan products arrive daily, visitors are enjoying our Kentucky Woodcarving exhibit as well as our Friday and Saturday artisan demonstrations, and staff are helping thousands of visitors plan great trips throughout Kentucky. And what a thrill it was for the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea to welcome its millionth visitor on Wednesday, July 9!  
 
We hope you enjoy reading more about all of these activities—and we hope you will be able to enjoy first hand some of the Center’s upcoming events. If you have an interest in quilts, be sure to visit August 1 and 2nd during Berea’s annual Quilt Extravaganza Weekend. Be sure to visit soon—to enjoy Kentucky and the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea in all their summer splendor!
 
Victoria A. Faoro
 
Executive Director
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
An Agency in the Commerce Cabinet / Commonwealth of Kentucky    
 _______________________________________________________________________
 
(If you would rather not be included in this distribution, please hit the reply button and 
type UNSUBSCRIBE E-NEWS in the subject line of your e-mail.)
_______________________________________________________________________    
 
Hands-On Quilting with Janet Serrenho during Berea’s Quilt Extravaganza Weekend, Aug 1 – 2
On Saturday, August 2, quilt artist Janet Serrenho of Lexington, will encourage hands-on participation by visitors, in a demonstration of beginning quilting – sewing simple squares together with a chain stitch on two antique featherweight sewing machines – from 10:30 – 3:30 at the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 
 
This demonstration is being held in conjunction with the annual “Quilt Extravaganza Weekend” held citywide in Berea on Friday and Saturday, August 1-2. Activities will include “Quilts with a Kick, an exhibit of art quilts at the Berea Arts Council’s ArtSpace; a community quilt show at the Acton Folk Center; and other quilts exhibits in shops, galleries, and businesses.  The Extravaganza will also feature a Vendor Market with quilting supplies, fabric, gifts, quilted items and antiques; children’s activities, an Old Quilt Roadshow; quilt registration by the Kentucky Heritage Quilt Society; a Ten Minute Play Festival, a Friday lecture, and a Saturday lunch and lecture at the Boone Tavern featuring quilt historian and author Merikay Waldvogel (reservations required – 859-985-9317).
 
For more information go to www.berea.com and click on “Quilt Extravaganza”
 
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
 Upcoming Artisan Demonstrations and Events
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM (unless otherwise noted)
August
Aug 1-2 -           Berea’s Quilt Extravaganza Weekend 
Aug 1                FRI       HORSES IN LOW RELIEF SCULPTURE – Janet Burch, Crestwood, KY   
Aug 2                SAT      CHAIN QUILTING – HANDS ON – Janet Serrenho, Lexington, KY
Aug 8                FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Aug 9                SAT      CARVED GOURDS – Bonnie Drake, Bloomfield, KY
Aug 15              FRI       WOODCARVING – Alan Hedgespeth, Henderson, KY 
Aug 16              SAT      STONE SCULPTURE -   William Duffy, Louisville, KY     
Aug 22              FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Aug 23              SAT      BROOM-MAKING – Christopher Robbins, Brodhead, KY
Aug 29              FRI       OIL PAINTING – John Haywood, Louisville, KY
Aug 30              SAT      FUNCTIONAL HANDBUILT POTTERY – Tonya Johnson, Louisville, KY
September
Sept 5               FRI       PAPER/BOTANICAL COLLAGE – Kathleen O’Brien, Harrodsburg, KY
Sept 6               SAT      LINO-CUT PRINTMAKING – Debby Stratford, Louisville, KY
Sept 12             FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Sept 13             SAT      MUSICAL PERFORMANCE – Justin Cromer, Berea, KY (11:00 – 2:00)
Sept 19             FRI       HANDBUILT POTTERY – Suzy Hatcher, Louisville, KY
Sept 20             SAT      STAINED GLASS – Dan Neil Barnes, Lexington, KY
Sept 26             FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Sept 27             SAT      GOOSEFEATHER CHRISTMAS TREES – Joanne Hobbs, Bardstown, KY
October
Oct 3                FRI       FELTED WOOL RUGS - Lanette Freitag, Sharpsburg, KY 
BOOK SIGNING – Ghost Stories – Thomas Freese, Louisville, KY
Oct 4                SAT      Artisan Demonstration
Oct 10              FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Oct 11-12             Kentucky Guild Fall Fair Weekend – Memorial Park, Berea, KY 
Oct 11              SAT      HANDBUILT PORCELAIN – Linda Bowman, Louisville, KY
Oct 17              FRI       STERLING SILVER JEWELRY – Robert Craig Thompson, Berea, KY 
Oct 18              SAT      PRECIOUS METAL CLAY JEWELRY – Jeannette Landenwitch, Florence, KY
Oct 16-19             Traditional Music Weekend – Berea College 
Oct 24              FRI       WOODCARVING – Berea Welcome Center Carvers
Oct 25              SAT      Artisan Demonstration
Oct 31              FRI       Artisan Demonstration
__________________________________________________________________________________
 
Kentucky Artisan Center Welcomes its Millionth Visitor 
 
On Wednesday, July 9, 2008, Phil Powless and his family from London, Ontario became the 1,000,000th guest to visit and enjoy the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea. 
 
Phil Powless, a Baptist minister from London, Ontario is originally from Rockford, Illinois and his wife Tanya is originally from Michigan. They regularly travel south doing church mission work and seeing their family. They were traveling Interstate 75 on this particular day to take their four children to visit Kentucky Kingdom.
 
The Powless family was presented with a Kentucky gift basket by Lindy Casebier, Executive Director of the Office of Arts & Cultural Heritage, representing Marcheta Sparrow, Secretary of the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet and chair of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea Authority Board. Also participating were members of the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea’s Authority Board, who were meeting in the facility at the time. The presentation was held with Center staff and other visitors applauding enthusiastically. The Powless family had never visited the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea before and stated, “We were quite impressed with the beautiful facility and certainly didn’t expect such a special surprise!”
 
Since opening on July 31, 2003, the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea has not only welcomed over 1,000,000 visitors, but also hosted over 500 artisan events including demonstrations, musical performances, and book signings, and featured more than 20 special exhibitions in the Center’s gallery and lobby. The Center features works created by over 650 vendors representing more than 100 Kentucky counties, and has sold over $6 million worth of Kentucky-made products. The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea received national attention in 2006 when Dave Hunter, publisher of the Along I-75 travel guide series, cited the Center as having the “cleanest and best designed restrooms on Interstate 75.”
 
“Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers” Exhibit on Display through September 21
Be sure you don’t miss the Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea’s exhibition, Creatures & Characters: Works by Kentucky Woodcarvers, which showcases the many styles and techniques that Kentucky’s woodcarvers have brought forth depicting real or fantasy creatures and animals, as well as a wide range of real or imagined characters. 
 
Featured in this exhibit is the work of 38 Kentucky woodcarvers from all across the state. There are in-the-round free standing sculptures - wall mounted works - relief carvings - walking sticks and canes that utilize the natural form of the trees and roots - whittled and ingenious folk art carvings - and carvings with stylized features and realism. Wonderful wooden creatures include horses and fish, animal canes, lizards and birds, dogs, hogs and snakes. Carved characters include figures from historical, cultural, biblical and imaginary subject matter.
 
Visitors can also enjoy woodcarving firsthand several weekends while the exhibit is on display. On August 8, three members of the Berea Welcome Center Carvers will be demonstrating woodcarving; on August 15, Alan Hedgespath of Henderson, KY will demonstrate in-the-round figure carving; and on August 22, three members of the Lexington Woodcarving Guild will be at the Center demonstrating their techniques. In September woodcarving will be demonstrated by the Berea Welcome Center Carvers on the 12th.
 
“Mother Earth News” names Berea one of the “Great Places You’ve Never Heard Of” 
 
In its August/September issue, Mother Earth News has named Berea to its “Great Places You’ve Never Heard Of” list. Mother Earth News is the world’s leading magazine dedicated to sustainable living. This is their third annual publication to feature a list of selected communities which combine comfortable climate, compelling architecture, positive civic energy, investment in the local economy and meaningful initiatives for the environment. 
 
Author David Wann cited Berea’s world class eco-village which educates college students about passive solar heating, photovoltaic panels, wind-powered electrical generators and more, its long-held practice of providing quality education to low-income students, and its legacy as the “folk arts and crafts capital of Kentucky” as a few of the reasons to spotlight the town.
 
Publisher and editorial director Bryan Welch says, “Cities like Berea show that ‘off the beaten path’ certainly doesn’t mean boring. Mother Earth News focuses on cool things you can do to live wisely and create community, and we think our readers would really identify with a place like Berea.” Other cities to make the list this year are Ames, IA; Bethel, ME; Bisbee, AZ; Greenbelt, MD.; Moscow, ID; San Luis Obispo, CA.; Traverse City, MI.; and Viroqua, WI.
 
Craft Conference 2008: Unbridled Craft - August 15-16, 2008
A weekend of exciting hands-on craft workshops will be held August 15 and 16 from 9:30-4:30 at the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft in Louisville. Workshops will be offered on bookmaking, hot glass and glass blowing, ceramics, shibori dying, polymer clay, frame loom weaving, basic leather carving, and felt fabric. Sponsored by the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft and the Kentucky Arts Council, workshops will also be hosted at the Cressman Center for Visual Art and at Flame Run Studio. For more info go to: www.kentuckyarts.org 
Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen - Fall Craft Fair October 11-12
On Saturday, October 11 and Sunday, October 12, the Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen will hold their annual fall fair at Memorial Park in Old Town, Berea. Visitors can walk among the trees and sidewalks in Memorial park to see the newest work being created by Kentucky’s finest artists and craftsmen and enjoy artist demonstrations, special guest artists, and children’s activities, listen to live music and choose from a variety of great foods. Hours are Saturday, 10:00 - 6:00 and Sunday, 10:00 - 5:00 pm. Parking is free and admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and children under age 12 are free. For more information contact Berea Tourism at: 800/ 598-5263
 
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea - Artisans in the News 
 
Larkspur Press and Grey Zeitz celebrated 35 years of publishing and printing hand letterpress books with an exhibit of books and broadsides at Smith Berry Winery. Greq Zeitz, poet and proprietor of Larkspur Press has published works of literary works by such famed authors as Wendell Berry, Bobbie Ann Mason, Guy Davenport, Jonathan Greene, James Baker Hall, Ed McClanahan, Gurney Norman, Fred Smock, Richard Taylor, Leatha Kendrick and most recently poet Michael Moran. Larkspur Press has become known as one of the nation’s finest letterpresses.
 
William Duffy of Louisville is creating the Kentucky Arts Council’s 2007-2008 Governor’s Awards in the Arts which will be awarded to recipients of the Governor’s Awards in October. William is creating nine abstract reclining figures from black Virginia Basalt.
 
 
Six Kentucky Crafted® businesses will be among the 1,500 artists marketing their work in the Kentucky Arts Council's exhibit on the tradeshow floor at the Philadelphia Buyers Market of American Craft, August 2-4, 2008. Participating artists are: Erica Kirchner, Creature Comforts by Erica, Prospect; Mark Needham, Good Idea!, Louisville; Craig Kaviar, Kaviar Forge & Gallery, Louisville; Kathleen O'Brien, Kathleen O'Brien Studio, Harrodsburg; Susan Hatcher, Suzy Hatcher, Pottery, Louisville; and Michelle Weston, The Glass Studio, Berea. The Kentucky Arts Council is the first state agency to exhibit at the Buyers Market of American Craft. 
 
Six Kentucky artists were represented in the nationally touring exhibition titled “Tradition/Innovation: American Masterpieces of Southern Craft and Traditional Art” on display at the Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft in Louisville. Kentucky artists chosen for this exhibition were Minnie Adkins, folk artist from Isonville, Irene Cheek, quilt artist from Barbourville, Fong Choo, ceramicist from Louisville, Douglas Harling, of Hindman and the Kentucky School of Crafts, Leona Waddell, white oak basketmaker from Cecelia, and Harvey Sadow, ceramicist from Paducah.
 __________________________________________________________________________________
 
Artisans are invited to submit information for future columns to: Gwen Heffner, KACB, 975 Walnut Meadow Road, Berea, KY 40403, 859/ 985-5448 ext 230 or gwen.heffner@ky.gov
__________________________________________________________________________________
 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
 
The Kentucky Artisan Center is located just off Interstate 75 at exit 77 (Berea). The Center’s exhibits, shopping, and travel information areas are all open daily from 8 am to 8 pm and the café from 8 am to 7:00 pm.  Admission is always free. For more information, visit the Center’s website at www.kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov or call 859/ 985-5448.
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